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TO TEACHERS. 



For the benefit of those teachers who prefer 
to teach the new words in spelling or language 
exercises before the reading lesson is reached, 
all new words are placed at the head of the 
lesson in which they first occur, excepting, first, 
those that are so simple in their orthography 
that no child would fail either to pronounce 
them correctly at sight, or to spell them cor- 
rectly at once in dictation exercises ; and 
secondly, some geographical and other names 
which the children do not need to use early in 
their written exercises. 

Some words that children have usually found 
difficult to spell are repeated at the head of sub- 
sequent lessons. The syllables are divided ac- 
cording to Webster. 
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board 


hair to ward 


Arthur 


which 


mean whose 


Fred 


belong 


pret ty sit ting 


savage 



Mr. Strong's Dog. 

1. Do you see that large dog over there ? 

2. I see two dogs ; which one do you mean ? 

3. I mean the one sitting down near the tree. 

4. What a pretty dog! What long black 
hair he has ! Whose dog is he ? 

5. He belongs to Mr. Strong, He is his 
watch dog. 

6. Is he kind to children ? 

7. Yes, Arthur, he likes to play with them. 
When the baby pulls his hair, he does not 
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growl, even when she pulls hard enough to 
hurt. 

8. Come, Fred ! Let us catch him and have 
a ride on his back. 

9. We are toQ late, Arthur, for he is running 
towards the house. 

10. Fred, can't we ride on the other dog ? 

11. No, he is a savage dog. He would bite 
us, if we should try to play with him. 



LESSON II. 

Son day Wednes day Sat ur day stud y 

Mon day Thurs day first mid die 

Tues day Fri day schol ar week 

The Day» of the Week* 

1. Fred, tell me how many days there are in 
a week. 

2. There are seven days in a week. 

3. Name them. 

4. Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. 

5. Name the first day of the week. 

6. The first day of the week is Sunday. 

7. Name the last day of the week ? 

8. Saturday is the last day of the week. 
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9. Name the middle day of the week. 

10. Wednesday is the middle day of the 
week. 

11. Which day do you like best, Fred ? 
12. 1 like Saturday best. 

13. Why do you like Saturday best ? 

14. Because there is no school on Saturday. 

15. Which day does your brother Arthur 
like best ? 

16. Arthur likes the five school days best. 
He is a good scholar and likes to study. 

17. Mother likes Sunday best. 



LESSON III. 

left hold ing nn cle use 

Ez ra side George right-hand ed 

Co ra cons in much left-hand ed 

The Might Hand and the Left Sand. 

1. Ezra, can you tell me which is your right 
hand? 

2. Yes, Cora, this one is — the one I am hold- 
ing up. 

3. If this is your right hand, what is the 
other hand called ? 

4. The other hand is my left hand. 
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5. Where is your left hand ? 

6. I am holding it down by my side. 

7. Which do you use most ? 

8. My right hand, for I am right-handed. 

9. Which hand does cousin John use most ? 

10. His left hand, for he is left-handed. 

11. Does he write with his left hand ? 

12. No, Cora, his teacher makes him use his 
right hand when he writes. 

13. Now, Ezra, tell me which hand Uncle 
George uses most. 

14. Uncle Geoige can use one hand as well 
as the other. I think he uses one as much as 
the other. 



LESSON IV. 

story easy read twelve 

Han nah x sto ries lend too 

mine any cost till 

The New Story Book. 

1. Ezra, whose book is that ? 

2. It is mine. Aunt Hannah gave it to me. 

3. Is it a hard book ? 

4. No, it is an easy book to read. It has six 
long stories in it. 
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5. How do you like the stories ? 

6. I have read but three stories yet. They 
please me better than any other stories I have 
ever read. 

7. Will you lend it to me when you have 
read it through ? 

8. Yes, Cora, I shall be glad to lend it to 
you. 

9. How much did it cost ? 

10. It cost twelve cents. 

11. Where did your Aunt Hannah get it ? 

12. She bought it at Mr. Large's book-store. 

13. Does Mr. Large keep all kinds of books? 

14. Yes; but I like the pretty picture-books 
and the easy story-books best. 

15. Why did your Aunt Hannah give you 
this pretty book ? 

16. Because I study hard and learn all my 
lessons well. 

17. I like to play too, but I wait till I have 
first learned my lessons. 

18. Then Arthur and I go out to play and 
have a good time. 
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sailors 


com pass 



The Points of the Compass. 

1. John, which way is east ? 

2. East is where the sun rises. 

3. Ida, which way is west ? 

4. West is where the sun sets. 

5. Kate, where is the sun at noon ? 

6. The sun is south at noon. 

7. Ned, which way does your shadow point 
at noon ? 

8. My shadow points north at noon. All 
shadows point north at noon in this part of the 
world. 

9. Now, children, point east. Point north. 
Point west. Point south. 

10. What is between north and east ? North- 
east. 

11. Between east and south? Southeast. 

12. Between north and west ? Northwest. 

13. Between south and west ? Southwest. 

14. How do the sailors get these directions ? 
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15. They get these directions from the com- 
pass. 

16. Ask your teacher to show you a compass 
and tell you how it points out the directions. 

17. What do the sailors mean by " the points 
of the compass " ? 

18. They mean the directions which the com- 
pass shows. 
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beat 
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fast er 


knock ed 
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last 



Moiling the Hoop. 

1. See the boys and girls roll their hoops ! 

2. What a big hoop Charlie has ! 

3. Little David can roll his little hoop as 
well as the big boys roll their big hoops, but 
not quite so fast. 

4. Lucy has an iron hoop. 

5. She and Cora can roll their hoops faster 
than the boys can roll theirs. 

6. Do the boys like to have the girls beat 
them? 
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7. No, but they take it pleasantly. 

8. See ! Caesar ran into Lucy's hoop and 
knocked it over. 

9. Caesar seems to have as much fun as the 
children. 

10. Come, now, let us run a race. 

11. One, two, three, go ! 

12. Lucy is ahead, Cora is next, Charlie is 
third. 

13. David was last. He was ninth. 

14. Now, can you tell me how many boys 
and girls were playing ? 

15. Do you roll the hoop? 



LESSON VII. 

a fraid bears driv en meant 

Tom my fool ish laugh broth er 

The Little Boy Who Was Afraid of the Dark. 

1. Tommy is afraid to go to bed. 

2. Why is he afraid ? 

3. Because his room is dark. 

4. He is afraid something will catch him in 
the dark. 

5. Are you afraid when it is dark ? 
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6. Tommy says the bears will catch him, 

7. How foolish ! There are no bears where 
he lives. 

8. He says the red men will get him. 

9. There are no red men where he lives. 

10. The bears and the red men were driven 
away long ago. 

11. His brother Charlie is not afraid. 

12. Charlie, do not laugh at Tommy. You 
were afraid, too, when you were little. 

13. Tell your teacher what Tommy meant by 
the " red men." 
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The Dancing Pear* 

1. Two men came down the street yesterday 
leading a big gray bear by a chain. 

2. It was a tame bear. 

3. They stopped in front of the house. 

4. The men sang and the bear danced. But 
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what dancing ! He was so awkward we all had 
to laugh. 

5. Then the men gave the bear a wooden 
gun, and he marched with it like a soldier. 

6. The children gave the men some pennies. 

7. Fred's mother gave the bear something to 
eat. 

8. This bear and his mother were caught in 
the woods out West when he was a baby-bear. 

9. When he became old enought to help them 
earn money, the men took him away from his 
mother. 

10. He is now just three years old. 

11. Once a man living at Boiling Spring had 
a tame bear. 

12. He wanted to get a new muzzle for the 
bear's mouth. 

13. He left his wife at home with the bear 
while he went to the city to buy a new muzzle. 

14. When he came home he found the bear 
had eaten up his wife. 

15. It is not safe to trust tame bears too 
much. 

16. Mother says she does not like wild ani- 
mals for pets. 
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LESSON IX. 

Elmer tried nails raft 

neph ew pond ham mer close 

though found hatch et e nongh 

knew shop thought to geth er 

Elmer's Boat Making. 

1. My little nephew was very fond of mak- 
ing things. 

2. He was eight years old, and though he was 
a little boy, he thought he knew as much as 
any man. 

3. He tried to make a boat one day to sail 
on his grandpa's pond. 

4. He found some old boards in the mill, and 
took them to the shop. 

5. His grandpa gave him some nails, a ham- 
mer, a hatchet, and a saw. 

6. Then Elmer went to work; but what a 
boat he made ! 

7. It looked like a boat, but it was not better 
than a raft. 

8. The boards were not close enough together 
to kee]S the water out, but he had all the fun he 
wanted in making the boat. 
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9. He is a big boy now, and knows how to 
make a good boat. 
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Skating. 

1. What a fine time these boys and girls are 
having ! 

2. They are skating on father's mill-pond. 

3. How fast they go ! See little Walter ! He 
thinks he can skate faster than the cars can go. 

4. What a funny little boy he is ! 

5. Who is the fastest skater ? 

6. One of the girls. Her name is Emma. 

7. See Arthur! See him cut over! Now 
he is skating backwards. 

8. Look ! What is he doing now ? 

9. He is making an eagle on the ice. He 
does all kinds of fancy skating. 

10. Little David is just learning to skate. He 
has never had skates on before. 

11. There, he has just fallen down. 
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12. See ! He is a brave boy. He does not 
cry. 

13. Children, do not skate where the ice is 
thin, for you may fall in and drown. 

14. Uncle Ezra, did you ever skate*? 

15. Yes, Fred, I often skated when I was a 
boy. 

16. When I was fourteen years old, I went 
out one night to skate with five or six other 
boys. 

17. We skated the old year out and the new 
year in. 

18. What do you mean by that, Uncle Ezra ? 

19. Think a little, Fred, perhaps you will 
tell me yourself in a moment. 

20. You were skating at midnight just when 
the old year ended and the new year began. 
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George Brown's Pony. 

1. George Brown had a pretty little black 
pony. 
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11. They ran against a horse car. The boy 
in front was hurt so badly that the doctor 
thought he would not get welL 

12. He did get well after a long time, but 
after that he would not ride across Green Street 
again. 

13. There have been no accidents since. 

14. Why ? Are the boys more careful ? 

15. No, they are not; but the city keeps two 
policemen at the crossings on Fourth Street to 
take care of the children. 

16. Now the children can ride down hill 
without being in danger of getting hurt. 



lesson xm. 

pure vales smile cheer 

clear height heart cheer ful 

sun beams paint ing ap pear mind 

To the Sunbeams* 

1. Sunbeams dear, pure and clear, 
Shining on us everywhere, 
Making all so warm and bright 
In the vales and on each height, 
Painting them in colors gay 
As you smile on them all day ; 
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2. Sunbeams dear, pure and clear, 
Come, and in my heart appear. 
If I have a cheerful mind, 
And am glad and good and kind, 
Then will in this heart of mine 
Evermore be sweet sunshine. 

Translated from tJie German by E. D. 8. 



LESSON XIV. 

Tab by moth er car ried a gain 

house bobbed mouth grew 

drew a long an oth er tak ing 

Tdbby 9 8 Kittens. 

1. Tabby had four little black kittens. She 
kept them in Mr. Strong's mill. 

2. Tommy put the little kittens into his 
wagon to give them a ride. 

3. The kittens did not want to ride, but 
Tommy did not know that. 

4. Tommy drew them to the house to show 
them to his mother. 

5. How their little heads bobbed up and 
down as he ran along ! 

6. When he got to the house he took them 
out. 
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7. Then old Tabby took one up by the back 
of its neck. 

8. Then she carried it in her mouth back to 
the mill. 

9. Then she came back to the house after 
another. " 

10. In this way she carried them all back to 
the mill. 

11. Tommy put them into his wagon again. 
He ran off again with them to the house. 

12. Tabby took them back to the mill again. 

13. As often as Tommy brought the kittens 
to the house, old Tabby would take them back 
to the mill again. 

14. Tommy grew tired of taking the kittens 
to the house, so the kittens had their home in 
the mill. 

15. Tommy went down to the mill every day 
to play with the kittens. 

16. At first, old Tabby did not like to have 
Tommy come. 

17. When she saw Tommy was kind, to the 
kittens, she was glad to have him come. 

18. When they grew up they helped Tabby 
catch mice. 
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Running a Race. 

1. Now, let us run a race ! The one who gets 
to that post first is the best fellow. 

2. Caesar and Tabby must run too. 

3. Put little Silas and Laura thirty paces 
ahead. 

4. They are too little to start even with the 
rest of us. 

5. One, two, three, go ! There, Caesar beat. 
He is the swiftest dog I know. 

6. Tabby ran the wrong way. She does not 
know liow to run a race. 

7. Caesar did not know we were trying a 
race, if he did beat. 

8. Now let us run back again. Lucy beat 
this time. 

9. Caesar stopped to play with Carlo. 

10. Who beat yesterday ? 
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11. Lucy beat twice yesterday, and Walter 
beat three times. 

12. Caesar can beat us all when he tries. 

13. He can run twice as fast as Walter and 
Lucy. 

14. Do Silas and Laura ever beat ? 

15. Yes, when we let them start thirty-five 
paces ahead. 

16. Now let us go to the grove and try our 
new swing. 
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Wil ly 


ragged 


teetb 
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Phe be 
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WHly and his Dog, 

1. Where is Willy ? 

2. There he is, playing with his dog. 

3. How Willy's little dog runs and jumps 
about ! 

4. Hear him bark! What a funny little 
quick bark ! 

5. Yes, he is very young ; he is still nothing 
but a pup. 
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6. What is a pup, Aunt Phebe ? 

7. A pup, Walter, is a young dog. Pups like 
to play. They want to play from morning till 
night. 

8. Why is Willy so ragged ? 

9. It is because he lets the pup tear his 
clothes. 

10 See him now ! He is holding out his 
apron for the pup to catch hold of. 

11. There ! It has caught hold with its teeth. 

12. Now Willy pulls one way and the pup 
pulls the other. 

13. This is the way Willy tears his clothes. 
It is no wonder he is ragged. 

14. Is not Willy a naughty boy ? 

15. No, he is too little to know better. 

16. Why does not his mother tell him it is 
wrong to play that way ? 

17. I suppose she does, but Willy is so young 
he does not always remember what she says. 

18. Don't you think his mother will have to 
give the pup away ? 

19. No, for she will soon teach both Willy 
and his pup to behave better. 

20. What is the name of Willy's pup ? 
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11. Lucy beat twice yesterday, and Walter 
beat three times. 

12. Caesar can beat us all when be tries. 

13. He can ran twice as fast as Walter and 
Lucy. 

14. Do Silas and Laura ever beat ? 

15. Yes, when we let them start thirty-five 
paces ahead. 

16. Now let us go to the grove and try our 
new swing. 



LESSON XVI. 

Willy ragged teeth always 

Phe be clothes won der re mem ber 

P*P holding naughty behave 

about apron suppose Sport 

Witty and his Dog. 

1. Where is Willy ? 

2. There he is, playing with his dog. 

3. How Willy's little dog runs and jumps 
about ! 

4. Hear him bark! What a funny little 
quick bark ! 

5. Yes, he is very young ; he is stiU nothing 
but a pup. ^* 
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«- What i a a pup, Aunt Phebe ? 
to ", A P ^' Walter ' is a yotmg dog. Pups like 
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8- "Why is Willy so ragged ? 

9 - It is hecause he lets the pup tear his 




10 See him now! He is holding out his 
apron for the pup to catch hold of. 

13 - There! It has caught hold with its teeth. 

12. Now Willy pulls one way and the p Uo 
pulls the other. ^ 

13. This is the way Willy tears his clothes 
At is no wonder he is ragged. 

1 4- Is not Willy a naughty boy ? 

15. !N~o, he is too little to know better. 

16. Why does not his mother tell him it * 
wrong to play that way ? ^ 

1 f - I suppose she does, but Willy is 80 v 
he does not always remember what she 

UB- X>on't you think his mother will Vi 
give the pup away ? **• 



1 9. ISTo, for she will soon teach ho tn w ., 
and. his pup to behave better. l *^ 
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9. He bakes the dough in the oven. 

10. We make dough of our flour. 

11. Our dough is mud. We put our dough 
into our oven. 

12. The sun bakes it. We make bread, cake, 
and pies. 

13. Don't you want to buy some? 

14. When the baker has done his work, he 
puts on clean clothes. 

15. We have baked enough for to-day. 

16. Now we shall wash our faces and our 
hands. 

17. Then we shall put on our clean clothes. 
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The Humming Tap. 

1. These boys are spinning their top. 

2. Joe has a brown top, John a yellow one, 
Ned a blue one, and Frank a red one. 

3. Frank's top is the best, for it spins longest. 
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4. Here comes Elmer. His top is different 
from the rest. 

5. Elmer's top is made of tin. The other 
tops are made of wood. 

6. Now watch Elmer a moment. He is 
winding his top up. 

7. Now he pulls his cord out. Hear the top 
hum! 

8. Why does it hum ? 

9. Do you see that big hole in the side of the 
top? 

10. That hole makes the top hum. 

11. Do you like tops that hum ? 

12. Yes ; but they do not last so long as the 
other kind, and they cost more money. 

13. Which do you like better, tin tops or 
wooden tops ? 

14. I like the wooden ones better, for they 
do not break so easily as the tin ones. 

15. Which color do you like best ? 

16. I like all the colors, but I like red tops 
best. 

17. How many tops have you ? 

18. I have two tops; they are wooden ones 
and do not hum. 



32 


THE BEGINNER'S READER. 






LESSON 
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Fishing. 

1. " Aunt Phebe," said little Luther, " I want 
to go fishing." 

2. "Wait till you get your breakfast," said 
Aunt Phebe. 

3. Luther was only five years old. His 
mother would not let him go fishing alone. 

4. Little Luther ate his breakfast in a hurry. 

5. Then his Uncle James gave him a long 
pole. 

6. His mother gave him a long line. 

7. His sister, Laura, gave him a hook. 

8. His father dug up some worms in the 
garden for bait. 

9. When all things were ready he set out 
with his Aunt Phebe for the brook. 

10. She took him to a place where the brook 
was not deep. 

11. Aunt Phebe sat down by his side. She 
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was afraid he might fall into the water and 
drown, if she did not watch him. 

12. Little Luther fished over an hour and a 
half, but he did not catch any fish. 

13. Then Aunt Phebe thought it was time to 
go home. 

14. Little Luther teased her to stay longer. 

15. Luther never gets tired of fishing. He 
will fish even when he can catch nothing. 

16. When Aunt Phebe at last made Luther 
go home with her, he cried because he could 
not stay any longer. 

17. You would not cry, I hope. 

18. Don't you think Luther was naughty ? 

19. Not very naughty, for he was too young 
to know better. 
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Catching on behind Wagons. 

1. See those boys running after that wagon ! 

2. What are they trying to do ? 



34 THE beginner's reader. 

3. They are trying to catch on behind- 

4. Two of them have caught on, but the 
others have stppped running. 

5. They are out of breath, so they had to" 
give up the chase. 

6. There, a boy by the roadside is shouting 
out, " Cut behind ! Cut behind ! " 

7. But the driver is a kind man, and he likes 
to see boys enjoy themselves. 

8. He has no load on his wagon, so he has 
invited the boys to climb in and take a seat. 

9. It is fun to catch on behind wagons, but 
it is dangerous. 

10. Once a little boy caught on behind a 
heavy wagon. 

11. It had a heavy load on and broke down. 

12. Some boxes tumbled off and broke the 
little boy's leg. 

13. A man ran to the electric signal and rang 
the bell for the ambulance. 

14. The ambulance came and took the little 
boy to the hospital. 

15. It was a long time before he got well. 
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Kitty and the Boot-Mack. 

1. Black your boots ! Shine 'em up ! 

2. Who is that calling out so loud ? 

3. Why, it is little Jack Short, the boot-black. 

4. There, Mr. Rich has called him into his 
office to blacken his boots. 

5. Jack is a smart boy and does his work 
well. 

6. Jack sweeps Mr. Rich's office every morn- 
ing. 

7. When the weather is cold, Jack makes the 
fire every morning in the office stove. 

8. Mr. Rich thinks a great deal of Jack. He 
thinks he is the best boy in town. 

9. One day Mr. Rich's pretty little pet kitten 
ran out upon the sidewalk. 

10. Some naughty boys threw stones at her. 

11. One stone struck her foot and made her 
lame. 

12. She ran up the nearest tree. 
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13. Just then Jack came along and saw the 
bovs. 

14. He made them stop throwing stones and 
go away. 

15. He then called kitty down and took her 
back to Mr. Rich. 

16. Jack will become a fine man when he 
grows np. 



LESSOX XXTTT. 
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1. I once saw a little boy pushing very hard 
with both hands to make something go into his 
pocket 

2. u TSTiat are yon trying to do, my boy ? " 
said his father. 

3. "My pocket is too little," said the little 
boy. u I want to put this apple in." 

4. It made his father laugh, for the little boy 
was trying to push in an apple twice as big as 
his pocket 
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5. "Come here," said his father. "I think 
your pocket is full already. Show me what 
you have in it." 

6. The little boy drew out what was in his 
pocket. 

7. What do you think was there ? 

8. A handful of marbles, some rusty nails of 
different sizes, a broken knife, a pencil, a shoe- 
string, a piece of blue paper, a little bottle with 
sand in it, three little smooth round stones, a 
picture card, and a chicken bone. 

9. Some little boys think their pockets are 
made to hold everything they come across. 
Don't they ? 

10. What do you carry in your pocket ? 



LESSON XXIV. 

or gan tricks la dy pen ny 

crowd shell climb ing giv en 

fol low ing meat np per Su sie 

monk ey would win dow a fraid 

The Hand-Organ and the Monkey* 

1. Why is there such a crowd of children 
down the street ? 
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2. They are following a hand-organ and a 
monkey. 

3. They do not care so much for the music 
of the hand-organ, but they like to see the 
monkey play his tricks. 

4. They call his tricks monkey-shines. 

- 5. May has just given the monkey a peanut. 

6. See him open the shell and take out the 
meat ! 

7. Why does the man take a monkey along 
with him ? 

8. Because he gets more money than he would 
if he had no monkey. 

9. Look ! The monkey is climbing to the 
upper window ! 

10. There, the lady has given him a penny. 

11. Little Susie is afraid of the monkey. 

12. She wants the monkey to go, so she says, 
" Good-by, money." 

13. She said "money" because she is too 
little to say " monkey." 

14. Would you like to own a monkey ? 

15. Yes. I would teach him a great many 
funny tricks. 
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Talking Birds. 

1. Mabel, I ha<ve heard that some birds can 
talk, but I can hardly believe it. 

2. Yes, Martha, I know they can talk, for I 
have heard them. 

3. Where did you hear them, Mabel ? 

4. At my uncle John's. He has three birds 
that can talk. ^ 

5. How funny ! I should like to listen to 
them and hear what they think about things. 

6. I guess they don't think much, for they do 
not know the meaning of what they say. 

7. Uncle John's parrot often laughs out " Ha ! 
ha ! ha ! " when anybody comes near him. 

& Sometimes he says " Bow- wow- wow ! " I 
have often heard him whistle. 

9. If, when he is on the porch, any one passes 
by him, he says, " Good-by, doctor." 

10. If any one stops to look at him, he says, 
" What is the matter with the poor old bird ? " 



40 THE beginneb's header. 

11. Once I went out to take a walk with a 
little boy named Willard. 

12. We came across a tame crow walking in 
the yard in front of a house. 

13. The crow said "Good-by." Willard was 
very much pleased. 

14. He thought the crow said "Good boy." 

15. He thought the crow meant Willard was 
a good boy. 

LESSON XXVI. 

quick Hat tie owl a gain 

strange don't on ly cry ing 

wil low looks climbed lad der 

Elmer's Tree Climbing. 

1. " Come out, quick ! I want you to see a 
strange bird in the willow tree." 

2. This is what Uncle Tommy said to Elmer's 
mother and grandma and Aunt Hattie. 

3. They all ran out of the house to see what 
kind of bird was in the tree. 

4. Uncle Tommy said, "Don't you think it 
looks like an owl ? 

5. What do you think it was ? 

6. Why, only little Elmer. He had climbed 
up into the tree, but could not get down again. 
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7. So he was crying for some one to come 
and help him down. 

8. Elmer did not like it when Uncle Tommy 
called him an owl. 

9. Uncle Tommy got a ladder and helped 
Elmer down. 

10. Elmer was careful not to climb large 
trees again. 

LESSON XXVII. 

buy own cook track 

bought cun ning lo co mo tive steam 

mu si cal stove wind which 

tune ve loc i pede rail road rath er 

The Toy Store. 

1. Mr. Plum keeps a toy store. 

2. The little children like his store better 
than any other in town. 

3. Little Walter wants to buy a drum. 
What a noise he will make! 

4. Mabel wants to get a doll that will open 
and shut its eyes. 

5. James has bought a musical box, but he 
can't play a tune. 

6. Arthur has bought a velocipede. See how 
fast he can make it go ! 
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7. David is looking at a rocking-pony. He 
says he will own a live horse when he grows up. 

8. "Aunt Cora," says Susie, "buy me that 
cunning little stove." 

9. Susie thinks she will learn how to cook 
when she gets the stove. 

10. George asked his papa to buy the little 
locomotive and cars and the little railroad 
track. 

11. The little locomotive does not wind up, 
but runs by steam. 

12. George is a good boy, so his father 
bought the little locomotive, three cars, and 
the little track, and gave them to him. 

13. Which of these things would you rather 
have? 



lesson xxvm. 

sum mer blank et could be lieve 

be longed col lar feet re ally 

fond neck would Har ry's 

blue taught broth er much 

The Pet Bog. 

1. I will tell you about a little pet dog I saw 
in the country last summer. 

2. He belonged to a little girl named Edith. 
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3. Edith was very fond of him. She called 
him Sport, because he was so full of fun. 

4. She used to dress him up in a little blue 
and white blanket. 

5. She put a little red cap on his head. 

6. He wore a little collar around his neck 
with a bell on. 

7. His name was on the collar, too. 

8. How do you think he looked when he 
was dressed up? 

9. Edith taught him a great many tricks. 

10. He could stand up on his hind feet and 
walk around. 

11. He would sometimes carry her brother 
Harry's wooden gun around and make believe 
he was a soldier. 

12. When he wanted anything to eat, he 
would speak for it. 

13. This means he would give a little short 
bark, which Edith called speaking. 

14. He knows so much that Edith says she 
wishes he really could speak. 

15. Tell your teacher about your little dog, 
if you have one. 

16. Have you taught him any tricks ? 
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Why Bertie tears his Clothes. 

1. I know a little boy whose name is Robert. 
The boys call him Bertie. 

2. He is a bright little boy, and he is very 
fond of play. 

3. He plays nearly all the time when he is 
not asleep. 

4. He lives in a little village in the country. 

5. In the summer time he goes barefoot. So 
do all the little boys in his village. 

6. He climbs over fences and up the trees. 

7. His clothes are often so badly torn that he 
is sometimes as ragged as a beggar. 

8. He is so little that he does not care if his 

* 

clothes are torn. 

9. His mamma has to work hard to mend his 
clothes and keep them clean. 

10. He is the only child, but he needs as 
much care as any three other boys. 
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11. His mamma says when Bertie becomes a 
big boy lie will take care of himself. 

12. Are you big enough to take care of 
yourself ? 



LESSON XXX. 

pa rade can non bridge may or 

sol diers peo pie £o man Wash ing ton 

short ca nal can dies nn der stand 

fire-crack ers won der sky-rock ets eel e brat ed 

The Fourth of July. 

1. Boys, which day of the year do you like 
best? 

2. We like Fourth of July best. 

3. Why? 

4. Because we have more fun on the Fourth 
of July than on any other day. 

5. What do you do on Fourth of July ? 

6. Why, we go to see the parade, we play 
soldiers, and we shoot fire-crackers. 

7. In the evening, we go to see the fire-works. 
We have lots of fun. 

8. John had a big fire-cracker. When it 
went off, it made a noise as loud as a cannon. 

9. Many people leave the city the day before 
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the Fourth of July because we boys make so 
much noise. 

10. Where are you going to-night, boys ? 

11. We are going down Broad Street to the 
bridge over the canal to see the fire- works. 

12. We shall seethe Roman candles and the 
sky-rockets. 

13. There will be a picture of the mayor in 
the fire- works. 

14. There will be a picture of George Wash- 
ington, too. 

15. There will be large spinning wheels of a 
great many colors. 

16. Do you wonder that we like Fourth of 
July? 

17. Father says we shall understand why 
Fourth of July is celebrated when we are two 
or three years older. 



LESSON XXXI. 

whip Ha bel in stead much 

schol ars scold fun ny Lu cy 

Playing School. 

1. What are you doing, girls ? 

2. We are playing school. Lucy is our, 
teacher. i 
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3. Why does Lucy whip you so much ? Does 
your teacher whip you in school ? 

4. O, no ! Miss Bright never whips us. 

5. Then, Lucy, why do you whip your schol- 
ars? 

6. Because I like them, and want to have 
some fun. 

7. I only make believe whip them. 

8.. Don't you know, Aunt Mabel, our cat 
makes believe she whips the kittens ? 

9. You caught me, yesterday, and made be- 
lieve you were going to whip me. 

10. I can't teach well My scholars know as 

much as I do. So I scold and whip them in- 
stead. 

11. What a funny way to play school ! I 
hope there is no real school like yours. 



LESSON XXXIL 

mer ry team list en high 

Christ mas rode en gine puffed 

San ta Clans seemed truck shed 

brought col or threw re al 

Christmas. 

1. Merry Christmas ! Walter. 

2. Merry Christmas ! Fred. 
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3. What did Santa Claus bring you, Walter ? 

4. He brought me two rocking-horses. One 
is white and the other is black. 

5. Have you named them yet ? 

6. Yes; the black one I call Jim, and the 
white one Jack. 

7. They are my team, so mother says. 

8. Come down to my house and you can ride 
on them. 

9. So both boys went down to Walter's 
house. 

10. Walter got on Jim, and Fred got on Jack. 

11. They rode so fast, it seemed the horses 
would run away with them. 

12. What fun they had ! 

13. Can you tell me the color of the horse 
Fred rode ? 

14. What do you think Santa Claus brought 
for Fred ? 

15. Listen ! He is now telling Walter. 

16. Santa Claus brought me a little fire- 
engine and a little hook-and-ladder truck. 

17. I can build a fire in my little fire-engine 
and it will run like a big one. 

18. It will throw water as high as the table. 
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19. Then it is a real fire-engine ? Let us get 
off the horses and go to see it. 

20. All right. Let us go out and play with 
it under the shed. 

21. So the two little boys went out to play 
with the little engine under the shed. 

22. I wish my little readers could have seen 
the little engine work. 

23. It went " ch-ch-ck" That is the way it 
puffed. 

24. They built a fire in the lot near the shed 
with some little sticks of wood. 

25. The little engine threw waiter on the fire 
and put it out. 





LESSON 


XXXIII. 




ma ny 


city 


neigh bors 


knees 


two 


conn try 


in stead 


li bra ry 


ev er y 


din ner 


romp 


wise 


bus i Hess 


sup per 


boor 


rough 



Mr. Page and his Children* 

1. What is this man doing ? 

2. He is playing with his children. 

3. How many children has he ? 

4. He has five, three boys and two girls. 

5. Mr. Page goes away on the cars every 
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morning. His business is in the city ; his 
home is in the country. 

6. When he comes home in the evening he 
gets his dinner. 

7. Don't you mean his supper ? 

8. No ; his neighbors eat their supper in the 
evening, but Mr. Page eats his dinner instead. 

9. After dinner he has a good romp with his 
children. 

10. He plays with them an hour every night. 

1 1 . What are they playing now ? 

12. They are playing horse. Mr. Page is on 
his hands and knees. 

13. Little Willie is riding on his back. 

14. Mr. Page is Willie's horse. See how 
fast he runs around the room ! 

15. When the hour is up, Mr. Page goes to 
his library. 

16. There he reads his books. Mr. Page is a 
wise man. 

17. Everybody likes Mr. Page's children. 

18. They know how to play and have fun 
without being too rough. 

19. I wish all children knew how to play 
without being rough. 
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The Snow-storm. 

1. Come quick, mamma ! See how it snows ! 

2. The ground is almost covered; can't we 
have a sleigh ride ? 

3. I want to go out in papa's nice new sleigh. 

4. Well, Stella, you will have to wait till the 
snow is deep enough. 

5. When the ground is well covered, papa 
will be very glad to give his little daughter a 
ride. 

6. So Stella kept running to the window 
about every five minutes to see whether the 
snow was deep enough. 

7. She kept calling to her mother, "O, 
mamma ! I am sure the snow is deep enough I" 

8. Her mamma told her to be patient and be 
a good girl. 

9. She thought that by the time papa came 
home the sleigh would run well. 
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10. So Stella watched for her papa from the 
front window. 

11. When, at last, she saw him coming, she 
danced up and down for joy. 

12. She met him at the door and called out, 
" Papa, I want a sleigh ride in the new sleigh." 

13. So her papa told John to harness the 
black horse. 

14. Soon the sleigh was at the door. Then 
papa took mamma and Stella out to ride. 

15. Before Stella got ready to go, it stopped 
snowing. 

16. How fast the black horse trotted ! 

1 7. What a pleasant ride they had ! 

18. They rode three hours, and yet Stella did 
hot get tired. 
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bench 


1. Did 


you ever see honey bees, 


Carrie? 


No, but I have seen the honey they make, and 


I like to eat it. 
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2. Carrie, when you come out to the country 
again to see me, I will show you our honey 
bees. 

3. Father has seven bee-hives. I often watch 
the bees as they go in and out. 

4. There are hundreds of them. They go to 
a clover field near by to get honey. i 

5. They get their honey from the clover 
blossoms. 

6. I do not go too near the hives, for I am 
afraid the bees might sting me. 

7. Sometimes the bees want to fly away to a 
new home, 

8. Then father says the bees are swarming. 

9. Then he says, " Stella, get an old tin can 
and drum on it." 

10. Mother gives me a tin pan, and I drum 
on it and make all the noise I can. 

11. Uncle John laughs at my drumming and 
says, " Your drumming doesn't do any good." 

12. Father says the bees would not light 
upon the trees so quickly if I did not drum. 

13. After the bees light upon a tree, father 
saws off the limb they are on. 

14. Then he puts an empty hive over them. 
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15. Soon they all go up into the hive. 

16. After dark he puts the hive upon the 
long bench where the other hives are. 

1 7. The bees work all summer getting honey. 

18. Mother calls them the "busy bees" be- 
cause they have so much to do and work so 
hard. 
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The Letter-carrier. 

1. Come, Walter, let us go to the post-office. 
The mail has just come in. 

2. Who brought the mail to the post-office ? 

3. The man sitting in that carriage. He car- 
ries the mail for several villages. 

4. How often does he go to these villages ? 

5. Once a day. He starts in the morning 
from the post-office near the railroad. He gets 
back again in the afternoon. 

6. Doesn't a man come to your house with 
your letters ? 
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7. O, no. When we want our letters and 
papers we must go to the post-office ourselves. 

8. We don't. A letter-carrier brings our 
letters. 

9. That is because you live in the city. We 
don't have letter-carriers in the country. 

10. Henry, how do you know the letter- 
carrier is coming ? 

11. Why, he blows his whistle and then 
rings our door-beU. 

12. Then mamma knows it is the carrier, 
and she goes to the door quickly. 

13. How does he carry the letters and 
papers ? 

14. In a leather bag. He has a strap over 
his shoulder to hold it. 

15. He wears a gray cap and a gray coat. 
So do all the other carriers. 

16. Mamma says they wear a uniform, be- 
cause they all dress exactly alike. 

17. Each carrier has a different number on 
his cap. Carrier number twenty-five brought 
your letter to me. 

18. Carrier number forty-eight took to the 
post-office the letter I wrote you. 



56 the beginneb's beadeb. 



LESSON XXXVII. 



kept 


min utes 


fruit 


potatoes 


mark et 


women 


vegetables 


turnips 


de light ed 


baskets 


North field 


on ions 


farm ers 


heaps 


lem ons 


building 


gro cer ies 


owned 


trouble 


women 




The 


Market. 





1. " Come here, Henry. I want you to go to 
the market with me," said Aunt Phebe, 

2. I was delighted to go with Aunt Phebe, 
for I had never seen a large market. 

3. We have none in the country. We get 
everything we want to eat from the farmers or 
from the groceries. 

4. In a few minutes I was ready to go with 
Aunt Phebe. 

5. Soon we reached the market. There were 
a great many women there with large baskets 
to put things in. 

6. Some men stood by heaps of fruit and 
vegetables and called, out as loud as they could. 

7. One man shouted out, " Here you are ! n 
I said, " I know it." 

8. Aunt Phebe said to me, " The man said 
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that to get us to stop and look at his things. 
He thought maybe we would buy some of 
them." 

9. What a big place the market was ! It 
was big enough to hold three times as many 
stores as we have in Northfield. 

10. I never saw so many apples, peaches, 
pears, lemons, oranges, potatoes, turnips, onions, 
and meat and fish in one building before. 

11. There were some kinds of fruit and 
vegetables and fishes I had never seen before. 

12. The men who owned places in the market 
called these places their stands. 

13. A very large man kept the fish-stand, and 
a very small man kept a butter-stand. 

14. Some of the fruit-stands were kept by 
women and little girls. 

15. When I become a man, I hope I may 
own a place in a market. 

16. Then I could get everything good to eat 
without much trouble. 

1 7. Aunt Phebe says it is not play to keep a 
market, but that it is hard work. Maybe she 
is right. 
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LESSON XXXVIIL 

bush grieve sor row war ble 

steal breast stolen hurt 

The Bird 9 8 Nest. 

1. If ever I see, 
On bush or tree, 

Young birds in a pretty nest, 
I must not, in play, 
Steal the young birds away, 

To grieve their mother's breast, 

2. My mother, I know, 
Would sorrow so, 

Should I be stolen away ; 

So I'll .speak to the birds 

In my softest words, 
Nor hurt them in my play. 

3. And when they can fly 
In the bright blue sky, 

They will warble a song to me; 

And when I am sad, 

It will make me glad 
To think they are happy and free. 

Selected. 
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feast bore wool weave skill 

nar row clev er moss twigs ho ly 

Who Taught Them? 

1. Who taught the little bee to fly 

Among the sweetest flowers, 
And lay her feast of honey by, 
To eat in winter hours ? 

2. Who showed the little ant the way 

Her narrow hole to bore, 
And spend the pleasant summer day 
In laying up her store ? 

3. The sparrow builds her clever nest 

Of wool, and hay, and moss ; 
Who taught her how to weave it best, 
And lay the twigs across ? 

4. 'Twas God who taught them all the way, 

And gave them all their skill ; 
And teaches children, when they pray, 
To do His holy will 

Selected. 
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LESSON XL. 
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• 

Riding Velocipedes. 

1. Robert is a bright, active little boy. 

2. His papa is very fond of him, so one night 
when he came home he brought Robert a veloci- 
pede. 

3. Robert is his real name, but every one calls 
him Bertie. 

4. When Bertie got up the next morning, he 
found a velocipede for him in the dining-room. 

5. He was in such a hurry to take a ride, he 
could not wait to eat his breakfast first. 

6. He cried out, " O mamma, do let me ride 
around the block on my velocipede. I will be 

back before breakfast." 

7. His mamma said, "Yes, if you will be 

back soon." 

8. So off Bertie went. I think there never 
was a happier boy. 

9. He rides on his velocipede every day. 
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10. He is very good to his playmates. 

11. He lets some of the little boys ride who 
have no velocipedes. 

12. They all like Bertie, because he is not 
selfish. 

13. When Bertie becomes a larger boy, his 
father will get him a safety bicycle. 
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Keeping House, 

1. Alice and Clara were sisters. They always 
played very pleasantly together. 

2. One day they built out of some stones a 
little house to play in. 

3. They had hard .work to find stones enough 
to build the walls. 

4. They built the walls twelve inches high. 

5. Then they said their house was done, 
though it had no roof. 
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6. Then they ran to their mother to ask for 
a piece of carpet to spread upon the ground. 

7. Their mother gladly gave them some old 
carpet. 

8. They made believe it was new carpet for 
their floor. 

9: Next they thought they must have some 
chairs. What do you think they got ? 

10. They got a few little pieces of board. 

11. They laid these upon the carpet and 
called them chairs. 

12. Then Alice made believe she was com- 
pany visiting Clara. 

13. Alice went outside and knocked on the 
door. 

14. Clara invited her in and made a great 
ado over her. 

15. She said, " How glad I am to see you ! I 
have not seen you in a long time. Do take off 
your things and stay to tea" 

16. Alice took off her things, and Clara got 
tea ready. 

17. Their tea was only a little water which 
they poured out into the little blue teacups 
Aunt Mary gave them. 
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18. Their mother gave them some cake and 
fruit. 

1 9. After tea, they washed their dishes. 

20. They were very happy playing in their 
little house every day when it was clear and 
warm. 



LESSON XLIL 
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The Seasons. 

Part I. Spring. 

1. Frank, tell me how many seasons there are. 

2. There are four seasons — spring, summer, 
autumn, and winter. 

3. What season is it now ? . 

4. It is spring now. 

5. What do the farmers do in spring ? 

6. They plow their ground and sow their 
seed. They make their gardens, too. 

7. What else do you know about spring ? 

8. In spring the leaves come out on the trees. 

9. The fruit trees blossom in spring. How 
pretty they look ! 



• 
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10. Name the spring months. 

11. The spring months are March, April, and 
May. 
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Part II. Summer. 

« 

1. What can you tell me about summer? 

2. Summer is the hottest season. 

3. We boys like summer, because we have 
vacation, and we can go in swimming. 

4. We have our picnic in summer. 

5. In summer ±he berries are ripe, and I go 
out into the fields to pick them. 

6. Cherries are ripe and harvest apples too, 
and I climb the trees to get them. 

7. The farmers get in their hay and wheat, 
rye and oats. 

8. Every summer Mr. Jones has hay-fever, 
and has to go to the White Mountains. 

9. The days are longest in summer. 
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10. The summer months are June, July, and 
August. 

11. July is the warmest month. August is 
a sultry month. 





LESSON XLIL 
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Part III. Autumn. 

1. Frank, tell me something about autumn. 

2. Some people call autumn the " fall of the 
year." 

3. In autumn the apples are picked and put 
away for use in winter. 

4. We boys go out and gather hickory nuts, 
chestnuts, butternuts, and black walnuts for 
winter. 

5. The farmer cuts his corn and husks it. 

6. The leaves turn yellow and red, and fall 
to the ground. 

7. Then the trees are bare till spring comes 
again. 

8. Most of our birds go to a warmer country 
before winter comes. 
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9. Thanksgiving Day comes in the last month 
of autumn. 

10. The autumn months are September, Oc- 
tober, and November. 



LESSON XLIL 
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Pabt IV. Winter. 

1. Now, Frank, tell me something about 
winter. 

2. Winter is the coldest season. 

3. I like winter because the snow is on the 
ground and the ice is on the pond. 

4. The boys and girls ride down hill and 
skate on the ice. 

5. The grown-up people go sleigh-riding with 
bells on their horses. 

6. The nights are very long in winter. 

7. We sit around the fire in the evening and 
crack the nuts we gathered in autumn. 

8. We have a fine time cracking nuts, eating 
apples, and reading stories. 
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9. The coldest month is January. 

10. The winter months are December, Janu- 
ary, and February. 



LESSON XLII. 

please an swer these 

ques tions fol low ing best 

Part V. Questions. 

1. Now, little boys and girls, please answer 
the following questions as you read them. 

2. How many months are there in the year? 

3. Which is the first month in the year ? 

4. Which is the last month in the year ? 

5. Name all the months in the year. 

6. Which month do you like best ? 

7. In which season does New Year's Day 
come ? In which month ? 

8. In which season does the Fourth of July 
come? 

9. In which season does Thanksgiving Day 
come? In which month? On which day of 
the week ? 

10. In which season does Christmas come? 
In which month ? 
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11. Which of these days do you like best ? 

12. Which season do you like best ? 
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Thanksgiving Day. 

1. Mamma, to-morrow is Thanksgiving Day. 
Do you think Uncle George and Aunt Hannah 
will come ? 

2. Yes, Walter, I think they will come, and 
bring all their children too. 

3. Will all my other cousins come ? 

4. Yes, Walter, I think they will. 

5. Will all my uncles and aunts come too ? 

6. I feel very sure they will. 

7. Why are grandpa and grandma so glad to 
have Thanksgiving Day come ? 

8. Because all their children and grandchil- 
dren come to see them every Thanksgiving 
Day. 
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LESSON XLIV. 
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Getting Pictures Taken. 

1 . Whose picture is that, Joe ? 

2. It is Cousin Harry's. I was with him 
when he had it taken. 

3. How old is he ? 

4. He is four years old now, but he was only 
three when he had this taken. 

5. How funny he looks with his eyes and 
mouth so wide open. 

6. Yes. He was afraid of the picture taker, 
or, as mamma calls him, the photographer. 

7. Did Harry give the photographer much 
trouble ? 

8. Yes. He cried and would not sit still, at 
first. 

9. Mamma had to hold him in her lap. 

10. The photographer had to throw a large 
cloth over her, so her picture would not be 
taken too. 
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5. Papa says the moon has mountains in it. 

6. The moon follows me, John, wherever I 
go. Does it follow you ? 

7. It seems to follow us. It really does not 
follow anybody. 

8. But, John, when I run fast, the moon goes 
fast ; when I walk, the moon goes slow ; when 
I stop, the moon stops. 

9. The moon seems to do so, James, because 
it is so far away. 

10. If you run north and I run south, the 
moon will seem to you to move north, and to 
me to move south. 

11. Now, James, how can the moon go both 
ways at once ? 

12. Why, John, of course it doesn't. But I 
don't understand yet how it is. 

13. You will learn, James, why the moon 
appears to follow you when you are old enough 
to understand it. 
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LESSON XLVI. 
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Keeping Store. 

1. O, Reuben, what a funny store you have !. 

2. It is only a make-believe store, Laura. 

3. Let us see. What have you here ? Salt 
for flour, sawdust for coffee, and sand for sugar. 

4. I should think you would get rich at this 
rate. 

5. What are these little broken sticks ? 

6. O, they are candies for little boys and 
girls. 

7. When their mammas send them to the 
store for tea, sugar, coffee, butter, cheese, or 
anything else, I give them a stick of candy. 

8. Why do you do that ? 

9. Because I am a good store-keeper and like 
good little boys and girls. 

10. Mr. Story does so, and he keeps a real 
store. 

11. I want a new dress; have you any cloth 
to sell ? 
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12. Yes, here is some silk cloth. It is the 
best kind. 

13. Do you mean this brown paper is your 
finest silk ? 

14. Yes, and I will sell it very cheap, only a 
dollar a yard. 

15. Very well, I shall take twenty yards. 

16. Good-by. I'll call again to-morrow. 
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The Milkman* 




1. Here 


comes our 


milkman. 


Now he is 



ringing the bell. 

2. Why does he ring the bell? 

3. To let people know he is coming. 

4. How many quarts do you buy ? 

5. We take three quarts every morning at 

our house. 

6. Mrs. Stone takes two quarts. 

7. How many pints does Mrs. Stone take ? 

8. Four pints. We take six pints. 

9. Where does your milkman get his milk ? 
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10. It comes to the city on the cars from a 
farm in the country. 

11. What is your milkman's name ? 

12. Mr. Winters. His son is a farmer. His 
son keeps twenty cows. 

1 3. He keeps them in a warm barn in winter. 

14. In summer they eat grass in the fields. 

15. Then they lie down in the shade of the 
trees to chew their cud. 

16. Sometimes when the days are hot they 
stand in the water in the brook till they get 
cool. 

17. .Have you ever seen cows in the field ? 

18. O yes, I have often seen them in the 
country on my cousin's farm. 
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A Game of Ball* 

1. Charlie, what are those boys doing over 
there ? 
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2. Where, in the vacant lot ? 

3. Yes, John, those boys standing near the 
fence. 

4. O, they are going to play ball. 

5. Two boys are now pitching up the bat to 
see who shall choose first. 

6. There, Ned Brown has the first choice. 

7. Frank Hill has the second choice. 

8. They are going to play like the grown-up 
boys with nine on a side. • 

9. Fred is pitcher on one side. Joe is pitcher 
on the other. 

10. Ezra is catcher on Ned's side. Arthur 
is catcher on Frank's side. 

11. Fred and Ezra are on the same side. 
Now, can you tell whose side Joe is on ? 

12. What a fine time the boys are having. 

13. Elmer is out on third base. 

14. David struck the ball and made a home 
run. 

1 5. Arthur caught Silas out on two strikes. 

16. Tommy made the best score. He made 
three runs. 

17. Now the game is over. It lasted nearly 
two hours. 
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18. Ned's side made thirteen runs. Frank's 
side made eleven runs. 

19. Which side beat ? 

20. Why, Ned's, of course. It beat by two 
runs. 

21. To-morrow after school the boys will 
play another game. 

22. They work hard in school. There are no 
lazy boys among them. 

23. It does them good to play out of school 
It makes them strong. 



LESSON XLIX. 
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Fluffy Feathertop. 

1. In a very small white house, 

(So I have been told) 
Lived little Fluffy Feathertop, 
Dressed all in gold. 

2. This wee white house had not a door, 

Of windows there were none, 
And little Fluffy Feathertop 
Lived in the dark, alone. 
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3. Now every day our bonny Fluff 

A wee bit bigger grew. 
Soon his snug house would be too small ; 
Then what could Fluffy do ? 

4. Thought little Fluffy Feathertop, 

" I wish I might get out 
Into the great wide world, to see, 
And hear, and walk about." 

5. Said little Fluffy Feathertop, 

" I think I'll have to try 
. To break these walls which shut me in, 
Then, dark old house, good-by ! " 

6. So rap-a-tap ! against the wall, 

And rap-a-tap ! again, 
Till crack ! a little light shines in, 
The hard walls break, and then 

7. Out peeps our Fluffy's little head ! 

Now half afraid is he. 
The wide world is so very big ; 
There is so much to see. 

8. But rap-a-tap ! he strikes again, 

And crash ! his old house falls ! 
Out steps brave Fluffy Feathertop, 
And sees its broken walls. 
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9. " I never shall live there again, 
That's very plain," said he. 
" But never mind ! the great wide world 
Is good enough for me ! " 

10. Now, who was Fluffy, dressed in gold ? 

What was the house that fell ? 

What ! you can't guess ? Well, I'm quite 

sure 

That I shall never tell. 

Emma D. Schneider. 
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1. Just as I was going home from school 
yesterday afternoon the fire-bell rang. 

2. Soon after, a fire-engine came rushing 
along, How fast the big horses ran ! 

3. Some children were in the way. The 
driver saw them, and rang his gong. How 
it made them scamper ! 
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4. Next the hose-truck came along. It was 
drawn by one horse, a large gray one. 

5. Then the hook-and-ladder truck came 
along. A man sat on a seat near the rear end, 
and helped steer the truck by turning a screw 
with his hands. 

6. Soon another engine and another truck 
came rushing along. 

7. After that the chief rushed by in his gig. 
A colored man was driving the gig. 

8. How the gig jumped along over the pave- 
ment ! 

9. I was afraid the chief and his driver 
would be thrown out. 

10. A great crowd of men and boys ran to 
see the fire. 

11. I wanted to see the fire too, so I ran 
with them. 

12. I ran till I was very hot and nearly out 
of breath. 

13. The fire seemed as far off as ever. I 
stopped running, and walked the rest of the 
way. 

14. When I got there two houses had burned 
down. 
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15. I found four fire-engines there. They 
were throwing four streams of water on an- 
other house which had caught fire from the 
other two. 

16. What do you think! A woman went 
back into one of the houses to get something she 
had forgotten, and she was burned to death. 

17. The firemen brought out another woman 
who looked as though she were dead. 

18. The people said she was almost suffo- 
cated by the smoke. 

19. I saw a fireman go up a long ladder, and 
get a little boy out of a window. 

20. How glad the little fellow was to get 
out ! 

21. The sparks flew everywhere. I was 
afraid all the houses would take fire. 

22. The flames went up high into the air. 
I could feel the heat a great way off. 

23. The heat scorched the sides of the houses 
across the street. 

24. The people crowded so, I was afraid they 
would crush me to death. 

25. I shall not dare to go again till I am 
larger. 
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26. One engine did not reach the fire. 

27. It got stuck in the mud in a street that 
was not paved. 
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The Boy and the Wolves* 

1. One night a little boy named Oliver 
Johnson went out on the river near his house 
to skate. 

2. As the weather was cold and the ice thick 
and strong, his mother was glad to let him go. 

3. Mr. Johnson and his family lived in a new 
country, and they had very few neighbors. 

4. Except when Oliver went to school, three 
miles from home, he had no one to play with. 

5. So this night, which was a very bright 
moonlight night, Oliver went out to skate 
alone. 

6. A little narrow stream flowed past the 
house to the river, a quarter of a mile beyond. 

7. Oliver put on his skates near the house, 
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and skated down this narrow stream to the 
river. 

8. Then he skated up the river to a place 
where the banks were steep and high. 

9. At this place the forest began, and ex- 
tended up the river many miles. 

10. While Oliver was skating slowly along 
the left bank * of the river, he heard a strange 
noise on the bank above him. 

11. He looked up, and saw a pack of hungry 
wolves coming down the bank. 

12. He turned round and skated down- 
stream with all his might. 

13. The wolves jumped down upon the ice 
and gave chase. 

14. Oliver was an unusually fast skater, but 
now he skated faster than he ever skated be- 
fore. 

1 5. The wolves could run faster than Oliver 
could skate. 

16. They slowly gained on him. Soon the 
swiftest ones were almost near enough to touch 
his feet with their paws. 



* The teacher should explain what is meant by the right bank 
and the left bank of a river. 
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17. He imagined he could feel their breath. 
Soon, he thought, they would catch him and 
tear him into pieces and devour him. 

18. Just then a crack in the ice caught one 
of his skates. It threw him off to one side, 
but he did not fall down. 

19. The wolves tried to stop, but they were 
going so fast they could not do so. They all 
slid right by and tumbled down in a heap on 
the ice. 

20. The little boy skated up the river slowly. 
When the wolves overtook him again he cut 
over to one side. 

21. The wolves slid by as before. Oliver 
would have thought this a funny sight if he 
had not been in danger. 

22. Then he skated down the river again as 
fast as he could. He slackened his speed a little 
as he neared the mouth of the little stream. 

23. He let the wolves overtake him just at 
the right time, and then he cut-over into the 
little stream. 

24. The wolves slid by down the river be- 
fore they could stop. Then they turned round 
to chase Oliver again. 
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25. When they reached the mouth of the 
little stream they were going too fast to turn 
in, and they all tumbled together in a heap. 

26. When they got on their feet again they 
ran up the little brook after Oliver as fast as 
they could go. 

27. Oliver skated toward home with all his 
might, but before he reached it the wolves 
overtook him again. 

28. The brook was too narrow for him to 
cut-over as before. It was so narrow that but 
three wolves could run abreast. 

29. What do you think became of Oliver? 
Do you think the wolves caught him, tore him 
into pieces, and devoured him ? 

30. No. Old Bruno, the big watch-dog 
heard him coming. He began to bark, and ran 
to meet him. 

31. When the wolves heard Bruno bark, 
they turned back and ran away. 

32. They were afraid the hunters were after 
them with dogs and guns. 

33. So Oliver was saved by good old Bruno. 
After that, when Oliver went skating, Bruno 
went along to keep the wolves away. Adapted. 
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Jumbo. 

1. When I was a little girl, I often saw large 
elephants driven through the town in parades. 

2. Once I saw a big elephant called Jumbo. 
Mother took me to New York to see him. 

3. He looked so large, that I was afraid of 
him at first, and began to cry. 

4. Mamma told me not to be afraid, as he 
was a kind elephant. 

5. His keeper said he was the largest elephant 
living. 

6. When I saw Jumbo did not hurt any one, 
I began to like him. 

7. I began to pet him. He stopped eating 
his hay, and ate some candy, cake, and crackers 
I gave him. 

8. He would reach out with his trunk and 
take what I offered out of my hands and put it 
into his mouth. 

9. I never saw Jumbo again. Within a year 
a train of cars ran into him and killed him* 
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10. He could have saved himself if he had 
not tried to save the baby elephant. 

11. The baby elephant was only slightly 
hurt, and soon got well. 

12. Jumbo's owners felt very sorry* to lose 
him. They had become very fond of him. 

13. He made a great deal of money for them ; 
for the people came from far and near to see 
him, whenever the papers said Jumbo was 
coming. 

LESSON LIIL 

squir rel tried peck 

fence hawk wood-peck er 

The Walk. 

1. What a bright morning'! Did you have 
a pleasant walk ? 

2. O, yes. We took the road which goes 
through the woods. 

3. What did you see, John ? 

4. I saw a squirrel run along the fence. I 
tried to catch him, but he ran up a tree. 

5. What did you see, Kate ? 

6. I saw a bird in a tree. It picked worms 
from the leaves and ate them, 

7. What did you see, Fred ? 
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8. I saw a hawk. It tried to catch a chicken 
in a barn-yard. I ran toward it and it flew 
away. 

9. Well, what have you to say, Ida ? 

10. I heard a noise. It went peck, peck, 
peck, overhead in a tree. I looked up. It was 
a bird pecking the bark with its bill, efohn 
told me it was a wood-pecker trying to get his 
dinner. 

11. Well, May, what did you see? 

12. I saw some little frogs by a brook. I 
wanted to get one to bring home to Ned. When 
they saw me they all jumped into the water. 
They did not know I would not hurt them. 

13. Well, children, I am very much pleased 
with you all. I know some boys and girls 
who would not have seen anything. 



LESSON LIV. 

e lee trie pow er-house isn't ei ther 

e lee trio i ty a board ea si ly whole 

wheel fare church es fif teen 

The Electric Cars. 

1. O, James! There goes a car, but it has 
no horses to draw it. 



THE BEGINNER'S READER. 89 

2. Why, Arthur, that is not a horse-car. 

3. What is it, James ? 

4. It is an electric car. Electricity under the 
car makes it go. 

5. James, there goes another car without 
horses on the next street. There is a wire 
overhead, and a little wheel on the end of a pole 
fast to the car is running on the wire. 

6. Yes, Arthur, that goes by electricity too. 
They use the electricity on the wire. The elec- 
tricity is made at a house called the power-house. 

7. These cars go up a steep hill. Papa says 
that is why they use the wire on this road. 

8. Let us get aboard, James. I want to ride 
on one. 

9. All right, Arthur, if you have money 
enough to pay our fare. I have no money, this 
morning. 

10. Well, James, I have only twenty cents. 
Is that enough ? 

11. Yes, Get aboard. Isn't this fine ? No 
horses to get tired. 

12. Now we are coming to a hill. See how 
easily we run up this hill. Now we go down- 
hill. How fast we go ! 
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13. What a steep hill that is ! Can we go 
up it ? It looks too steep. 

14. O, yes ! But we must use the wire rope 
you see on the ground in the middle of the 
track. 

1 5. This hill is too steep here for either horses 
or electricity. This wire rope will pull us up 
safely. 

16. When we come back, it will let us down 
safely. A steam-engine in that tall brick build- 
ing moves the rope. 

17. Now we are at the top. What a fine 
place ! How far we can see ! 

18. We can see the whole town. I can count 
fifteen churches. 

19. Now, all aboard ! Let us go home. We 
have had a fine ride. 



LESSON LV. 

Baby Song. 

1 . What does little birdie say 
In her nest at peep of day ? 
Let me fly, says little birdie ; 
Mother, let me fly away. 



2. 
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Krdie, rest a little longer, 
Till the little wings are stronger. 
So she rests a little longer, 
Then she flies away. 

What does little baby say 

In her bed at peep of day ? 

Baby says, like little birdie, 

Let me rise and fly away. 
Baby, sleep a little longer, 
Till the little limbs are stronger ; 
If she sleeps a little longer, 

Baby too shall fly away. 

Tennyson. 

LESSON LVI. 

'obin Mde swallow wing doth 

The Forth Wind Doth Blow. 

1. The north wind doth blow, 
And we shall have snow : 
And what will the robin do then, 

Poor thing ? 
Hell sit in the barn, 

And keep himself warm, 
And hide bis head under his wine 

p ©or thing ! 
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2." The' north wind doth blow, 
And we shall have snow : 
And what will the swallow do then, 

Poor thing ? 
O, do you not know ? 
He's gone, long ago, 
To a country much warmer than ours, 

Poor thing ! 

3. The north wind doth blow, 
And we shall have snow : 

And what will the honey-bee do, 

Poor thing ? 

In his hive he will stay, 

Till the cold's passed away, 

And then he'll come out in the spring, 

Poor thing ! 

4. The north wind doth blow, 
And we shall have snow : 

And what will the children do then, 

Poor things ? 

When lessons are done, 

They'll jump, skip, and run, 

And play till they make themselves warm, 

Poor things ! 

Selected. 
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LESSON LVIL 
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1. What is that large building ? 

2. It is Mr. Board's grist mill. 

3. What is a grist mill ? 

4. It is a mill where all kinds of grain are 
ground. 

5. The farmers bring their grain to this mill. 
The miller grinds it into flour and feed. 

6. He makes flour out of wheat, rye, and buck- 
wheat. He itiakes feed out of corn, rye, and oats. 

7. The farmer's wife makes bread out of wheat 
flour and rye flour. She makes griddle-cakes 
out of buckwheat flour. 

8. The farmer gives the feed made of corn, 
rye, and oats to his horses. He gives corn-feed 
to his cattle. 

9. What makes the mill go ? 

10. A large water-wheel makes it go. Come 
with me, I will show it to you. 

11. Here is the gate in the flume. The 
miller opens this gate, and the water runs from 
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the pond through the flume and the gate upon 
the top of the water-wheel. 

12. This wheel, you see, has buckets all 
around it. 

13. The buckets on one side of the wheel fill 
with water. The water is so heavy it turns 
the wheel. 

14. When the water gets to the bottom of 
the wheel the water runs out. Then the 
buckets go up empty on the other side. 

15. When they get to the top, the water runs 
into them and fills them again. 

16. In this way one side of the wheel is kept 
heavier than the other while the water-gate is 
kept open. 

17. When the miller wants to stop the mill 
he closes the gate. 

18. There are different kinds of water-wheels. 
This one is called an over-shot wheel. 

19. When I was a small boy, my uncle gave 
me a little water-wheel. 

20. I put it in a brook and it ran a little 
toy mill. 
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LESSON LVIII. 

mink 
eighteen 
weaned 
pul lets 
ken nel 
paws 

Fanny and Maud and their Chickens. 

1. Fanny and Maud were two little sisters 
who lived in a large farm-house in the country. 

2. Their father raised poultry, and his little 
girls were fond of helping him feed and take 
care of his poultry. 

3. One day the speckled hen, which they 
called " Old Speckle," hatched out a brood of 
ducks. 

4. Old Speckle became almost crazy when 
the ducklings walked into the brook and swam 
about. 

5. She was afraid they would drown, and 
said " Cluck, cluck," which meant " Come out, 
come out ;" but they were having a good time 
and did not mind her. 

6. One day one of the ducks broke its leg. 
Maud took it to the house and put it into a 
large basket. 



96 the beginner's reader. 

7. She did not set the bone just right, so 
when it got well it did not walk as before, but 
had to hobble along. 

8. Their mother put five goose eggs under 
Fanny's hen, whose name was Snow White. 
Snow White sat on the eggs for four weeks, 
and hatched out five big goslings. 

9. The other hens did not like the looks of 
the big, awkward goslings, so they pecked at 
them, and tried to kill them. 

10. Snow White bristled up and fought for 
her goslings so hard that the hens soon learned 
to keep away from them. 

11. Snow White's goslings soon found the 
brook. They would swim in it, while Snow 
White ran up and down the banks trying to 
call them out. 

12.. One of the goslings swam so far from 
home that a mink saw him and caught him and 
ate him up. 

13. Beauty, the tame turkey, sat on eighteen 
hen's eggs and hatched them every one. 

14. Beauty never weaned them as the hen- 
mothers always do. Her chickens grew up 
around her. 

15. Some of them when they became large 
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pullets would go away to lay their eggs and 
would come back cackling, and would follow 
Beauty around all day. 

16. Robert, Fanny and Maud's brother, had a 
tame fox. He kept it chained to a dog-kennel. 
One day the fox thought " How good a little 
chicken would taste ! " 

17. So the fox dug up the dirt in front of 
the kennel with his fore-paws. Then he went 
into his kennel and made believe he was asleep. 

18. Soon several chickens came to dig for 
worms in the dirt. Out jumped the fox and 
caught one of the chickens. 

19. Robert's father said, when he learned 
what had happened, " Now, Robert, you must 
either get rid of that fox or put him where he 
can do no more harm." 

20. So Robert, who was very fond of his fox, 
built a wire fence around the kennel. There 
were no more chickens caught by Mr. Fox, for 
the chickens could not get near enough to him 
to come within his reach. 
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LESSON LIX. 

lights be gins ma chines gloves 

oil kill rub ber se vere 

lamps subject turned shock 

• 
Electric IAgMs. 

1. Robert, have you ever seen the electric 
lights ? 

2. No, Charlie; we burn oil in our street 
lamps. ' I should like to see the electric lights. 

3. When you come to visit us, Robert, you 
can see the electric lights. We can see to walk 
along our streets at night almost as well as by 
day. 

4. How is that, Charlie ? 

5. Why, it is because the electric lights are 
so bright. 

6. Are they as bright as the sun ? 

7. O, no ! There is nothing so bright as the 
sun, but the sun itself. 

8. Charlie, does a man go around to light the 
electric lights ? 

9. O, no ! The lights are on the tops of 
high poles. A long thick wire goes from pole 
to pole. 
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10. The wire begins at a house where they 
make electricity. The electricity runs along the 
wire. 

11. It would kill a man to touch the wire 
when the electricity is turned on. 

12. When night comes the men start up some 
wheels. When the wheels go they make the 
electricity. Then all the lights shine at once. 

13. I have seen the machines that make the 
electricity, but I don't know how they do it. 

14. When I am four years older I shall go to 
the High School. Then I shall learn more 
about electricity, for I shall be old enough to 
understand the subject. 

15. You just said, Charlie, that there is 
enough electricity on the wire to kill a man. 
Do accidents ever happen ? 

1 6. Yes, Robert. A man climbed a pole to fix 
a wire. He did not put on his rubber gloves. 
He got a severe shock, fell to the ground, and 
died in two minutes. 

1 7. Once a wire broke and fell to the street. 
A milkman drove along ; his horse stepped on 
it and' fell down dead. I was glad no little 
boy tried to pick it up. 



100 THE BBGINNEB'S BEADER. 

18. When you come to the city be sure not 
to touch any electric wires. 



LESSON LX. 

an i mals froze drop but prised 

woods fro zen meal haul 

lake bait cit ies them selves 

Fishing in Winter. 

1. Charlie, you know more than I do about 
electric lights, and other things people see in 
the city ; but, Charlie, we country boys know 
more than city boys about the birds and the 
animals that live in the woods and in the fields. 

2. I wish you would come out to visit us 
next Christmas vacation. 

3. You ought to see the men fish on the pond 
near our house. We call it a large pond, but 
some of the people that come from the cities 
call it a lake. 

4. Every winter, when the pond, or lake, is 
frozen over, some men walk out on the ice. 

5. First, they cut a hole in the ice ; next, they 
drop down a net through the hole into the water ; 
then they drop some meal into the water over 
the net. 
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6. Soon the net is full of very little fishes, 
some of them not longer than my little finger. 
Then the men draw the net out of the water. 
You would be surprised to see so many little 
fishes in the net, often nearly a hundred at a 
haul. 

7. What do the men do with the little fishes, 
Robert ? They are too little to be eaten. 

8. They are used as bait to catch larger fishes. 
Have you never heard that big fishes eat little 
fishes ? 

9. The men put the little fishes on hooks and 
throw them back into the water on the end of 
long lines. The big fishes catch the little ones 
and get caught themselves on the hooks. 

10. The men take the large fishes home and 
cook and eat them, or sell them to other people. 



LESSON LXI. 

ar range rab bit gnawed trap ping 

wolves for free alive 

re mained pair thief wolf 

Trapping. 

1. I like fishing; but, Charlie, I like trapping 
better. 

2. What do you mean by trapping, Robert ? 
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3. We mean catching wild animals in traps. 
You have heard of mouse-traps, haven't you? 
Well, there are many different kinds of traps. 

4. Besides mouse-traps, I have seen rat-traps, 
squirrel-traps to catch squirrels alive, fox-traps, 
wolf -traps, bear-traps, and rabbit-traps. 

5. My grandfather used to catch bears and 
wolves in traps. Father has often caught foxes 
and rabbits in traps. 

6. Some traps were made by placing a large, 
heavy, flat stone so that when an animal pulled 
at the bait the stone would fall down on the 
animal. 

7. I never liked that kind of trap, because it 
often hurt the poor animal badly without kill- 
ing it. 

8. Once I had a rabbit trap made of boards. 
I made it myself. It was like a long box when 
the cover was closed. 

9. To set the trap, I would lift up the front 
end and the top, which were fast together. 
These made the door of the trap. Then I 
would arrange the catch so as to hold the door 
up, and my trap would be open while the catch 
remained where I placed it. 
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10. One end of the catch was inside the box. 
On this end I would put an apple. A rabbit 
would see the apple and walk in to get it. 

11. When the rabbit moved the apple, the 
catch would slip and the door would fall down 
and shut the box. 

12. The next time I visited my trap I would 
find a rabbit in it. 

13. One morning early I went to pay trap. 
I heard a noise inside. I knew a rabbit would 
not make a noise like that. So I peeped in 
through one of the little air-holes I had 
made. 

14. I saw an animal there that I was afraid 
of. So I picked up the trap and carried it home. 
Father looked in and said, "It is a mink. 
Who would ever think a mink would go into a 
rabbit trap ? " 

15. He killed the mink, and soJd his skin for 
fur. It brought money enough to buy me a pair 
of new skates. When I got the skates, I was 
glad I caught a mink instead of a rabbit. 

16. When you come to see me, I'll show you 
where the mink gnawed the board in the side of 
the trap. A few minutes more and he would 
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have gnawed through. Then he would have 
been free. 

17. Father said, "That mink must be the 
thief that has caught so many of our chickens. 
We shall see." 

18. We did see, for after that we lost no 
more chickens that winter. 
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Hiding in Tubs an the Water. 

1. Aunt Etta, you once told me about little 
Elmer's making a boat. Won't you please tell 
me more about Elmer ? 

2. Yes, Laura. When Elmer found that the 
boat he had made would sink if he got in it, he 
wanted to try his grandmother's wash-tub. 

3. How stupid! I should think Elmer 
would know better. The tub would be sure 
to upset, and Elmer might drown in the pond. 

4. That, Laura, is just what his Uncle 
Tommy thought.^ So he thought he would 
teach Elmer a good lesson. 
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5. So Uncle Tommy said to Elmer's mother 
and grandmother, " Let him have a tub to sail 
in, and I'll take him to the brook below the dam. 

6. " The water there runs swiftly, but " it is 
not deep. Let him go, and he will not coax 
you for the tub any more." 

7. So in a few minutes Elmer could be seen 
rolling a big wash-tub over the ground across 
the fields to the brook. 

8. Uncle Tommy chose a place where the 
brook was widest and the water smoothest. 

9. He held the tub while Elmer got in. 
When he found Elmer was sitting still in the 
middle of the tub, he gently pushed it out 
toward the middle of the stream. 

10. Elmer was nicely balanced. Uncle 
Tommy called out, " Sit perfectly still, Elmer ! " 

11. How smoothly the tub sailed down 
stream! Elmer shouted for joy. 

12. He called out to a little playmate he saw 
fishing from the dam above, "Peter, you'd 
better stop fishing and take a ride with me." 

13. Peter cried, "Thank you; I don't like 
that kind of boat." 

14. Just then the tub reached the rapids, so 
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called because it was a place where the water 
ran rapidly. 

15. The water in the rapids was very rough. 
The " tub wabbled, and little Elmer became 
frightened. 

1 6. He called out, " Uncle Tommy, help me, 
or I'll upset ! " Uncle Tommy was running 
along the shore near the tub. 

1 7. But Uncle Tommy did not want to help 
Elmer just now. So the tub wabbled more and 
more, and soon over it went. 

18. Out went Elmer into the water. He got 
wet from head to foot. Uncle Tommy waded 
in and pulled him out of the rapids, so he 
would not get drowned. 

19. Peter saw him upset, and laughed out 
with all his might, " Ha-ha-ha-ha ! ha-ha-ha-ha ! 
O, ha-ha-ha-ha ! " 

20. Uncle Tommy took the tub out of the 
creek and put it on the bank. Then he led 
Elmer home dripping wet. 

21. Uncle Tommy said, "Elmer will not 
want to ride in a tub any more. You need 
not fear that he will ever want to sail in the 
tub on the mill-pond." 
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22. Can you tell your teacher why Elmer's 
Uncle Tommy let Elmer ride in a wash-tub 
when he knew the tub would upset and Elmer 
would be tumbled out into the water ? 
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The Boastful Wolf. 

1. A wolf who had never seen a man once 
said to his friend, a fox, " What kind of animal 
is a man ? Every animal tells me that no one 
can overcome a man in a fight. 

2. " I am not afraid of him. I am not afraid 
of any animal, and they say a man is not so 
strong as most other animals. I should like to 
see a man ; I could whip him easily if I should 
meet one." 



108 tae beginner's reader. 

3. "Don't talk so foolishly," said the fox. 
" No animal, though he may be much stronger, 
can overcome a man unless he can play upon 
him a sharp trick." 

4. " Well," said the wolf, " show me a man, 
and you shall see what I can do." 

5. " If you are so anxious to see a man," said 
the fox, " follow me. I know where some men 
will pass within an hour." 

6. So the fox took the wolf to a thick hedge 
by a roadside, and found a place where they 
could peep through but could not be seen 
themselves. 

7. Soon an old soldier came limping along 
on crutches. " Is that a man ? " asked the wolf. 

8. " No," said the fox, " not now ; but he was 
once." 

9. Next a cheerful, sunny-faced, handsome 
little boy came along whistling on his way to 
school. 

10. " Is that a man ? " asked the wolf. 

11. "No," answered the fox; "but he will 
be one of these days." 

12. Soon a hunter came along. He carried a 
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double-barreled gun over his shoulder, and a 
bowie-knife in his belt. 

13. " Is that a man ? " asked the wolf. 

14. "Yes," answered the fox; "now, go at 
him ! As for me, I'll hasten back to my hole." 

15. " Well," said the wolf, " he walks only on 
his hind feet. I can easily topple him over." 

16. The wolf then jumped over the hedge 
and rushed out toward the hunter. 

17. The hunter saw him coming and was 
prepared for him, and fired off one barrel. 

18. The shot struck the wolf in the head, 
and though they stung severely, the wolf's 
courage did not give way. 

19. The wolf made a great plunge at the 
hunter, who then fired off the other barrel. 

20. The load struck the wolf on the end of 
his nose, and it smarted with pain. 

21. The foolish wolf then jumped upon the 
man, but he was ready with his hunting-knife 
and struck the wolf two or three times in the 
side, cutting painful gashes. 

22. " O dear ! " cried the wolf, " I did not 
think a man could do all this. I must run 
away, or I shall be killed." 
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23. So the wolf, bleeding from his wounds 
and moaning with pain, turned and ran away. 
He jumped over the hedge and ran to the fox's 
den. 

24. " How did your man receive you ? " the 
fox asked when the wolf reached him. " I see 
you have not conquered him." 

25. "O," said the wolf, "I am sorry I did 
not believe what you and the other animals 
told me about men." 

26. "Well, what happened?" said the fox. 
" You look the worse for the meeting. I thought 
you were going to topple him over so easily." 

27. Said the wolf, "I'll tell you what hap- 
pened. As I ran up toward the man he took 
down a hollow stick from his shoulder and 
blew through it some little stones against my 
head. O, how they smarted ! 

28. " Next, when I got a little closer he blew 
some fire and little stones through another hole 
in the stick. The fire burned the hair from my 
head, and the little stones stung my nose and 
made it bleed. 

29. " Each time he blew through the stick he 
made noise enough to make one deaf. I made 
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up my mind not to give up, so I sprang upon 
him. 

30. " Next, he pulled out one of his ribs from 
his side and struck me several times on my 
"body. See what dreadful cuts he has made. O, 
how they hurt ! 

31. "I couldn't stand such treatment any 
longer, so I ran away from him. Do you think 
he will find me here ? " 

32. " No," said the fox, " unless he has a dog 
with him to track you." 

33. " He has no dog with him," replied the 
wolf. "O dear! O dear! O dear! I wish I 
had never seen a man ! I never want to see 
another." Adapted. 

LESSON LXIV. 

jaws can ni bals tail nurse 

hea then phew ! rein for got 

Hot ten tot squir rels stung jol ly 
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Johnny's Letter, 

1. Dear Ned, your letter's come at last, 
And Nelly's parrot too ; 
Old Captain Cable brought them both. 
'Twas pretty good of you 



112 , THE BEGINNER'S READER. 

To write so much, when it's so hot. 

How jolly brown you'll be — 
Just like a heathen Hottentot — 

When you come back from sea ! 

2. I don't believe I'd care to hunt 

In jungles — at a show 
I'm just as near a lion's jaw 

As I would care to go. u 
Suppose the cannibals you saw 

Had nothing left to eat ? 
Phew ! they'd have built a fire, I'm sure, 

And roasted you for meat. 

3. We've all been down at Grandma Lee's, 

And didn't we have fun ! 
We jumped the fences, climbed the trees, 

And made the squirrels run ; 
High on a load of hay we rode 

With Jake and Uncle Nate ; 
We hunted nests, and fed the chicks, 

And swung upon the gate. 

4. We fished and waded in the creek, 

Shook apples off the trees 
(I ate so many I was sick) ; 
We chased the bumble bees. 
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They stung poor Bobby on the nose, 

And Katy in the eye ; 
It made them look so very queer, 

And O, how they did cry ! 

5. Dick made believe he had a horse — 

'Twas nothing but a rail. 
I tied the duster on behind — 

It looked just like a tail. 
But he got tired, let go the rein, 

And tumbled on a log, 
Then when I ran to call Nurse Jane 

I fell across the dog. 

6. There goes the bell ! I must be off — 

I 'most forgot to say 
That Charlie has the whooping-cough, 

And Tom fell off a dray ; 
But 'cepting them we're all quite well. 

Good-by. Remember, now, 
If you don't bring a monkey home 

There'll be the biggest row. 

Mrs. Otto H. SchuUe* 
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Boor Dog Tray. 




1. Once 


\ there was a 


very good 


doer named 



Tray. He was a large shaggy-haired dog. 

2. When strangers saw him they would say, 
"What a noble-looking dog!" Tray was as 
noble as he looked. 

3. One day when Tray was playing in the 
road in front of his master's house, a strange 
dog came trotting along. 

4. This strange dog was very ill-looking, but, 
as it was a bright, sunny morning, he happened 
to be looking cheerful for once. 

5. As Tray was a polite dog, and always 
tried to make every one feel happy, he spoke 
pleasantly to the stranger. 

6. Said Tray, "Good-morning, my friend! 
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Where are you going ? " " I am going to South 
Orange," said the strange dog. "Don't you 
want to go along ? " 

7. " Yes," said Tray. " I should like to take 
a run. A little exercise would do me good." 
So the two dogs were soon running along 
together toward South Orange. 

8. " What is your name ? " said Tray. " My 
name is Nero," said the other dog. "Now, 
what is your name ? " said Nero. Tray replied, 
" My name is Tray." 

9. " What do you do when at home ? " asked 
Nero. " O, I play with the children, and see 
that no harm comes to them. I saved one of 
the boys from drowning once. 

10. " My master says I am worth my weight 
in gold to take care of the children. Some- 
times they harness me up to their little wagon 
and they make believe I am their pony." 

11. "Well," said Nero, "I don't like chil- 
dren. If they tried to play with me that way, I 
know I should bite them. When children 
meet me, I snarl and show my teeth, and then 
they run away as fast as they can." 

12. " What are you good for ? " said Tray. " I 
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don't see how you could ever find a good master 
or have a good home." 

13. Nero replied, "My master says I am a 
savage dog, and he has to keep me chained most 
of the time, for fear I should bite some one. 

14. ".No one likes me but my master. The 
neighbors say I am too dangerous to keep. I 
heard my master say he could not keep me any 
longer, so I thought I would take the first 
chance to run away." 

15. Nero thought Tray was very good, so he 
did not snap at him or bite him. Nero talked so 
pleasantly that Tray did not find out that Nero 
was a wicked dog till they reached South 
Orange. 

16. As soon as they got to South Orange, 
Nero began to snarl and show his teeth when- 
ever he met any one. Soon he began to chase 
the cats and bark at them when they climbed 
up the trees out of his way. 

17. He frightened some little boys and girls 
almost out of their wits. He bit a number of 
little dogs and sent them yelping and limping 
home. 

18. Soon he met three large dogs. They 
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were not afraid of him and did not run away, 
so he ran up to one of them and bit him. Then 
the other dogs ran up to help their friend, and 
there was a terrible fight. 

19. The men that worked near by came out 
with stones and clubs to drive away the strange 
dogs. When Nero saw the men coming, he 
tried to run away. 

20. But before he got away, Nero received a 
severer beating than he had ever received before 
in his life, and he deserved it, too. 

21. Poor Tray did not know what to think, 
so he stood looking on during the fight and 
during Nero's beating. 

22. When the men saw Tray, one of them 
cried out, " There is the other rascal ! Let us 
give him a good dose too ! " So they all fell 
upon poor Tray and beat him with their sticks 
till he was half dead. 

23. Just then a gentleman drove up and cried 
out, "What are you doing? That is Mr. 
Wheeler's dog, Tray, the best dog in the 
world ! " Then the men stopped beating Tray, 
for they had all heard what a good dog Tray 
was. 
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24. Said one of the men, " It is too bad ! This 
comes of Tray's being in bad company. We 
thought he was as bad as the dog we found him 
with just now." 

25. The gentleman that knew Tray put him 
into his wagon and took him home. Tray was 
so badly hurt that it was several weeks before 
he got well again. 

26. Afterward Tray was very careful to 
keep out of bad company. 
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The Story of a Cent. 

Part I. 

1. I was born in 1891 in a house called the 
Mint. I am made of copper mixed with a little 
tin and zinc. 

2. Although I am very little, I talk very well, 
so I shall tell you what I remember of my 
history. 
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3. The first thing I remember distinctly was 
lying one day in a place called a bank. I was 
rolled up in a package with twenty-four other 
cents. 

4. The paying teller gave the package I was 
in to a merchant in payment of a check. 

5. The merchant took me to his store, took off 
our wrapper, and poured us into his money- 
drawer. 

6. Soon a lady came and bought some silk, 
and the merchant took me out of the till and 
gave me to her as part of her change. 

7. The lady put me into her purse, and carried 
me to her home, and gave me to her little 
daughter. 

8. The little girl took me next morning to 
the bakery and bought some cake with raisins 
in it. I was among the other pieces of money 
she gave the baker. 

9. I liked the bakery. It was a very clean 
place, and the bread and rolls and cakes and 
spices made a delightful smell. 

10. I wished I might stay there forever, but 
I had to leave. The baker bought some flour 
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of a miller and gave me to him as a part of the 
pay. 

• 11. The miller took me to his mill. It was a 
dusty place. There was so much flour-dust in 
the air, I could scarcely breathe. 

12. Besides, there was so much noise, I felt 
like stopping my ears, and the mill jarred so 
much, it made all the feathers on my head 
shake. 

13. I thought once the miller was going to 
drown me, for he took me to a place where there 
was a great splashing noise. I heard him say to 
his men, " That wheel takes too much water ; it 
must be repaired." 

14. Soon a farmer came to the mill with some 
grain. The miller bought his grain and handed 
me to the farmer together with some bills and 
silver pieces. 

15. I was glad to get away from the mill, with 
its noise and dust. The farmer took me home 
and gave me to his little boy, Walter. 

16. The next day Walter put me into his 
pocket and started for school. On the way he 
played with some boys by the roadside, and I 
fell out of his pocket through a hole. 
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17. When Walter found I was gone, he cried, 
" Boys, I have lost my penny ! Help me find it ! " 
They all looked, but couldn't find me. 

18. Walter soon began to cry very hard over 
his loss. I felt so sorry for him, I cried out, 
"Here I am!" but my voice was not loud 
enough to make him hear. 
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The Story of a Cent. 

Part II. 

1. A few days after a snow-storm came and 
covered me up. In a few days the sun came 
out bright and warm and melted the snow away. 
How glad I was ! 

2. Then for several days there was a cold rain. 
Then fair weather followed, and then several 
very windy days. O, how cold the wind was i 



122 the beginner's reader. 

3. I heard some men riding by say, " March is 
nearly over, and we shall soon have better 
weather." This was good news to me. 

4. The next day was very pleasant, and 
"Walter and the other little boys stopped by the 
roadside to play marbles. Although he almost 
stepped on me, and although I shouted out 
" Here I am ! " at the top of my voice, he did 
not see me. 

5. Soon the first bell rang, and the boys ran 
to the school-house and left me again lying by 
the roadside. 

6. After school that day, I was found by a 
very little girl named Susie. She clapped her 
hands and danced for joy. She did not know 
I belonged to Walter. 

7. I had been lying out-of-doors so long that 
I was very dirty and rusty. No one could read 
the word " LIBERTY " on my feather band. 

8. Susie took me home and rubbed me bright 
and clean on the kitchen rug. How good it felt 
to get warm again ! for the rubbing made me so 
warm, I almost burned Susie's fingers. 

9. " What have you there ? " asked Susie's 
mother. " O," said Susie, " I have a penny, I 
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am rubbing it on the rug to make it bright and 
clean. 

10. "I am going to put it into the mission box. 
Don't you think, mother, it is the best thing I 
can do ? " " Yes," said her mother. "lam glad 
you intend to help the missionaries." 

11. But Susie loved candy too well and did not 
put me into the mission box. She went to the 
store instead and exchanged me for a stick of 
candy. 

12. The store-keeper gave me to a little boy 
who sold him a newspaper. 

13. Soon some boys came along, and one of 
them asked the newsboy to change " a nickel " 
for five one-cent pieces. The newsboy accom- 
modated them. 

14. These boys were rough, bad boys. They 
soon began to pitch pennies. Soon I heard one 
boy cry out, " That is not fair — you cheated ! " 
Then they began to quarrel. Soon they got so 

an g I 7> *^ e y began *° fight. 

15. Some rough men came along, and en- 
couraged the fight, but a gentleman came along 
and stopped the fight and sent the boys home. 

16. While the boys were fighting they 
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dropped me, and I was lost a second time. I 
was glad to be lost this time, for I did not like 
the company I was in. 

17. A man found me next day and dropped 
me into the slot of the first weighing-machine 
he came across. The man weighed one hundred 
and fifty-eight pounds. 

18. I had not been in the weighing-machine 
long when two men came along, with a large 
traveling-bag. They opened the machine, took 
out all the pennies (and there were several 
hundred of us), and put us all into their bag. 

19. They took us to a place where we were 
counted out and rolled up, twenty-five at a time, 
in paper. Soon the roll I was placed in was 
taken to the cashier's desk in a fancy-store. 

20. I was given in change to a little girl who 
bought a ribbon. She took me home and put 
me into her savings-bank. 

21. Here I am lying on the shelf in the bank, 
in company with a large number of pennies, 
nickels, and dimes, a few quarter-dollars and half- 
dollars, several silver dollars, and one gold dollar. 

22. I hope I may stay here a long while, for 
I like the people that live here. They are 
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always kind and polite to one another. They 
are educated, and I learn so much by listening 
to their conversation. 

23. One thing I don't like. It is this : Every 
day the little girl comes to the box and gives it 
a shake to hear the money rattle. I don't like 
the noise ; but as this is all, and as I can't have 
everything just as I like, I have made up my 
mind to be contented. 
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The Two Hungry Kittens. 

1. Two kittens grew hungry in licking their 

feet, 
And ran around snooping for something 
to eat. 

2. "Meow!" said Curly Tail, "milk -srould 

be nice." 
" Sk-spf ! " said Smutty Nose, " I shall eat 



mice." 



126 the beginner's reader. 

3. Now the house of the mice was a hole in 

the floor, 
Too small for the kits to get in at the 
door. 

4. So puss-in-the-corner they silently sat, 
Waiting awhile for the mice to get fat. 

5. " Who comes ? " cried a beautiful mouse at 

her cheese. 
The kittens replied, " We are mice, if you 
please." 

6. "Not mice," quoth the nibbler; "your 

paws are not pink, 
Your eyes are too large, and your tails 
have a kink." 

7. " Come out," quoth the kits, " and our tails 

and our eyes 
Will then be exactly the natural size. 

8. " Sweet mouse, we invite you to go to the 

fair, 

And you shall have plenty of combs in 
your hair." 
). The mouse said, "Excuse me, for I am 
engaged," 

At which the two kittens grew highly en- 
raged. 
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10. They flew at the mouse-hole, they awfully 

squalled, 
They fought one another, they tumbled 
and sprawled, 

11. They twisted their whiskers, they tangled 

their tails, 
And scat ! how they scampered for milk 
pans and pails ! 

12. The mice and the kittens no longer are 

friends, 

As every one knows; so my story here 

ends. 

Selected. 
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The Story of the Drop of Water. 

Past I. 
1. Children, I am only a little drop of water, 
but I am many times older than any of you. 
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2. Would you believe it ? I am really several 
thousand years old, and I expect to live thous- 
ands of years to come. 

3. I can tell you but a very small part of my 
history. If I should make the attempt to tell 
you all, you would die of old age before my 
story would hardly begin. 

4. You must therefore excuse me, if I tell 
you but a few incidents of my life. 

5. I have visited all the parts of the world. 
I have been in every ocean, sea, gulf, bay, lake, 
and river — in fact, in every body of water on 
the globe. 

6. I like to watch the big ships on the ocean 
as they sail over me. Some of the steamships 
run so fast, they are called ocean grey-hounds. 

7. When I am in a little lake or river, I en- 
joy listening to the merry parties of young men 
and women and little boys and girls that sail 
over me in their pretty yachts, or row along in 
their little row-boats. 

8. I am often invited by the sun to come up 
to visit the clouds, and I always accept the in- 
vitation* There would be no clouds if we little 
drops of water did not make them. 



/ 
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9. I remember once, when in Europe, the sun 
left me high up on the side of a steep mount- 
ain. It was one of those mountains known as 
the Alps. 

10. I was left there in the form of snow, for 
it was very cold near the top of this mountain. 
One day the sun came out warm, and I felt that 
I should like to move about a little. 

11. So I said to my brothers lying around 
near me, " Suppose we slide down hill. I think 
we ought to have as much fun as the boys when 
they ride down hill" 

12. "All right," said my brothers. "We'll 
go with you." So we started to slide. More 
and more snow joined us as we went along. 
We went faster and faster as we slid down. 
O, what fun ! 

13. By-and-by we ran against some large 
trees and tore them up from the ground and 
carried them along. We struck large rocks in 
our course and carried them along with us, too. 

14. Some men and women were coming up 
the mountain. They were all tied together by 
means of a long rope. 

15. If one of them fell, the others could hold 
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him, so he would not slide down to the foot of 
the mountain and be dashed in pieces. 

1 6. They saw us coming down, and they were 
nearly frightened to death ; but we passed by 
them just close enough to hear them cry out 
from fear, but we did not touch them. 

17. Finally, with a noise as loud as thunder, 
we tumbled over a high precipice hundreds of 
feet into the valley below. Next day the 
papers gave an account of a frightful avalanche. 
That is the name the papers called our frolic. 

18. The strangest streams I ever join are the 
streams of ice. People call them glaciers. The 
last time I was in a glacier was on my last visit 
to the Alps. At the lower end of the stream of 
ice, or glacier, the sun melted me, and I helped 
to form the source of the beautiful river called 
the Rhine. 

19. I wish I had time to tell you about the 
towns I passed through and the old castles I saw 
on my way to the North Sea. 

20. I hope that you will some day go to 
Europe, take a sail up the Rhine, and visit the 
old castles. 
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The Story of a Drop of Water. 

Part II. 

1. A few years ago I was in an iceberg near 
Greenland. A vessel called a whaler saw the 
iceberg. The people on board the whaler be- 
came frightened and sailed away as fast as they 
could, but not until they came very near being 
caught between two icebergs. 

2. How do you suppose I became a part of 
this iceberg ? I will tell you. First, I joined a 
glacier in Greenland. By-and-by we worked 
ourselves out into the water along the shore. 

3. After a while, a large piece of the glacier 
broke off with a loud noise. The water all 
around overflowed the shore for a long distance, 
So this iceberg was formed, 
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4. When near a large island known as New- 
foundland, I melted and ran down the side of 
the iceberg into the sea. 

5. One day in November I was passing in a 
cloud over California. Everything looked 
parched with heat, and the air was full of dust. 
I felt sorry for the people, so I said to my com- 
panions, " Come, let us make a rain-storm. Let 
us make things grow, and the people will be 
glad." 

6. So we fell to the ground. Other drops 
followed our example, and it rained till April 
You ought to see how large, how fine, and how 
delicious were the grapes, oranges, lemons, figs, 
pears, and other fruits which were rained in 
California that year. 

7. Several thousand years ago I concluded to 
take a trip down the Nile from Central Africa. 
I reached Egypt in October. The Nile had 
overflowed its banks in Egypt, and when the 
water returned to the river, I was left out on 
the land in a vast muddy field. 

8. I saw not far away from me a large pyra- 
mid, which the king, whose name was Cheops, 
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had just built. The richest crop of wheat I 
ever saw grew in this field that year. 

9. Once, in passing over a great desert west 
of Egypt, I saw a man riding on a camel over 
the hot sand. He looked almost scorched to 
death. He had used up all the water he had 
provided when he began his journey, and was 
now almost dead from thirst. 

10. How I wanted to cool him off ! and I tried 
to fall to the earth near him. As I got nearer 
the earth, the air felt as hot as though it came 
from a furnace. It was so hot, I could not turn 
into a drop big enough to fall ; in fact, I could 
not even turn into a cloud, to shelter him from 
the hot rays of the sun. I had to remain in the 
air as vapor. 

11. I kept my eye on the man for several 
hours, and I was glad when I saw him reach an 
oasis. There he rested a few days, so that he 
and the camel could regain their strength ; then 
he took some dates which grew on the tall palm- 
trees, filled a large leather bottle with water, put 
all his goods on the camel's back, and started 
out on his journey again. 

12. The hump on the camel's back, which 
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was small when it stopped at the oasis, grew to 
be very large. This hump was to serve the 
camel as food for several days. 

1 3. The camel carried the water he needed 
for drink in a large sack or kind of stomach. 
When he wanted to drink, he brought water up 
from this inward sack to his mouth and drank 
it. 

14. Though I could not get down to the 
ground when I crossed the hot desert, I have 
often succeeded in putting out fire. The last 
time I was in Chicago, I remember standing 
still in a hydrant at the corner of two streets. 
Soon I knew by the noise that I heard outside 
that a fire-engine was coming, hx another 
minute a fireman fastened a hose to the hydrant 
and turned on the water. 

15. The engineer started the engine, and the 
firemen turned a stream of water on a burning 
house. I was one of the first drops to strike 
the house. We little drops of water helped the 
firemen put out the fire. 

16. There was a little boy on the top floor 
who would have been burned to death if we 
had not put out the fire promptly. 
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The Story of a Drop of Water. 

Pabt III. 

1. One afternoon I turned into a snow-flake. 
For many miles around the vapor in the air 
turned into snow-flakes. I was among the first 
that fell. 

2. As I floated slowly down, I peeped into 
the class-room of a large school in the city of 
West Plains. Just as I peeped in, the teacher 
and pupils looked out of the window and saw 
it snowing. 

3. Miss Tact, the teacher, said, " Children, let 
us sing a moment." So I stopped under their 
window, and heard them all sing in lovely 
tones, " See the snow come down." I was 
under Miss Tact's window six weeks. It was a 
rich treat to listen to her and her boys and 
girls at their school- work. 
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4. The last day I was there I was picked up 
by a rough boy belonging to Miss Lake's class. 
He packed me into a heavy, wet snow-ball, 
which the boys called a " soaker," and, taking 
aim at a pretty little innocent, well-behaved 
girl, he threw the ball and hit her in the face. 
It hurt her so badly, she did not come to school 
again for a week. 

5. I felt so sorry for the little girl, whose 
name was Stella Best, that I cried all night. 
This rough boy was not bad at heart, but he 
had never learned to think. 

6.  This proved a lesson to him, for he became 
more careful after this event, and kept out of 
mischief. He entered Miss Tact's class next 
year, and was one of her best boys. 

T. A few years ago, as I was floating down 
on the surface of a river in the State of Maine, 
a keen north wind began to blow. It rapidly 
became very cold. The drops at the surface of 
the water began to thicken. The thickening 
began at the shore, where the ice, as it formed, 
looked at first like needles. 

8. In a few hours the river had frozen over. 
I was among the drops that hardened and 
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formed ice. In a few days the ice on the river 
was very thick. 

9. After a week or two more had passed by, 
a company of men with horses, ice-plows, and 
ice-saws came to the river and began to cut ice. 
I heard one man say, " The ice is unusually 
clear and thick this winter." 

10. The men sawed the ice into large blocks, 
loaded us upon sleds, and drew us to immense 
buildings which the men called ice-houses. I 
remained in an ice-house till the middle of the 
next summer. 

11. I was then taken out of the ice-house and 
sent to New York in a boat loaded with ice. 
When I got to New York I was put into an ice- 
wagon. The driver sold me to a man whose 
business was to sell meat. The man put me 
with some meat into a box he called a refrigera- 
tor. 

12. I kept his meat from spoiling while I 
was in the refrigerator. When I thought I had 
been there long enough, I melted and ran off 
into the sewer. After running a long distance 
under the street in the sewer, I reached at last 
the Hudson River. 
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13. The last time I visited New York, I 
came down from the country in the Croton 
Aqueduct. Your teacher will tell you all 
about the Croton Aqueduct, the High Bridge 
over the Harlem River I crossed over, and the 
reservoir I rested in for a while. 

14. It was not many hours before a man 
drove up to a street-hydrant with a sprink- 
ling-cart. He opened the hydrant, and I ran 
through a pipe into the cart. Soon I was 
sprinkled out, with thousands of other drops, 
upon a hot, dusty street. 

15. I did not like this, but I liked it better 
than the use I was put to last week. I was ly- 
ing in the water-pipe of a house, when a lady 
opened the faucet and let me into a marble 
basin. 

16. She had a little boy three years old, and 
he had as dirty a face as I ever saw. The 
mother took the little boy upon her lap, soaped 
some of this water, and washed his face and 
hands. 

17. How the little fellow kicked and 
screamed ! He did not like to be washed ; 
but his mother washed him clean in spite of 
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his kicking and screaming. I don't want to 
wash another boy like that one, for I did not 
get clean again myself in two days. 
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The Story of a Drop of Water. 

Part IV. 

1. Once, when I was in the country, I fell as 
a rain-drop upon the roof of a farmer's house. 
I tried to cling to the roof, but so many other 
drops fell down upon me that they washed me 
down the side of the roof, then along the gutter 
at the edge of the roof, and then through the 
tin leader into the cistern under the kitchen. 

2. The farmer's little daughter Rachel 
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pumped me up into a sprinkling-can. She car- 
ried the can out into the garden and sprinkled 
me upon her flowers. 

3. I fell upon a rose-bud that was very 
thirsty. I quenched its thirst, and helped to 
make it blossom the next day. What a beauti- 
ful rose it was ! I wish you could have seen it. 

4. I have visited millions of springs in differ- 
ent parts of the world. Some were cool moun- 
tain springs. Large hotels were built near 
some of them, and people came to these hotels 
from the cities every year to spend the summer. 

5. Some springs I have visited were called 
mineral springs. These springs were visited by 
sick people, who came to drink the mineral 
water to improve their health. When I was at 
Saratoga, thousands of people came to drink the 
mineral water. 

6. One day I was passing in a cloud ovei 
Syracuse. I met a drop who said, " I have just 
come up from the salt springs in Syracuse. 
The people there dipped me out and put me 
into a large pan. All the other drops left me 
behind. I was the last drop to remain in the 
pan. When I came away there was nothing 
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left in the pan but a little salt. I did not like 
to leave the salt, for I am very fond of salt, and 
salt is very fond of me. But the sun shone out 
so warm, I had to come up here to get cool." 

7. Last month I visited the Yellowstone 
Park, or the National Park, as it is called. 
While I was high up in the air, looking down 
upon the park, the Giant Geyser was pointed 
out to me by one of my friends. The water of 
this geyser spouted up into the air a large 
stream of hot water to the height of three hun- 
dred feet. 

8. I asked a drop that came up from the gey- 
ser about matters down under the surface of the 
earth, where he came from. 

9. He did not understand me, for he did 
not know English, French, German, Spanish, 
Italian, Russian, Chinese, Arabic, Choctaw, Hot- 
tentot, or any other of the thousands of lan- 
guages I can speak. 

10. I wonder where he has been so long, as 
he has never learned a language spoken on the 
surface of the earth. 

11. One day. I was in a large tank by the 
side of a railroad track. A train came along 
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and stopped. The tender of the locomotive 
stopped right opposite to the tank. 

12. One of the trainmen opened a valve in 
the tank and let water down through a pipe 
into the tender. 

13. When the tender was full, the engineer 
started the train again. I was now in the 
tender. 

14. Before long I was in the boiler of the 
engine. Next I turned into steam. It was so 
warm in the boiler, we wanted more room. 

15. So we pushed with all our might to get 
out. We soon found a hole which led to the 
piston. 

16. We pushed the piston out of our way, 
and escaped through the smoke-stack to the 
open air. We made the locomotive go by 
pushing the piston backward and forward. 

17. I do not care how hot or how cold it is, 
if I only have the right amount of room. 

18. When it becomes cold about us, we drops 
of water huddle closely together. The warmer 
we become, the farther apart we try to get. 
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The Story of a Drop of Water. 

Paet V. 

1. When we enter wood, we make it swell. 
When we leave wood, it shrinks. 

2. Men know our nature and use us accord- 
ingly. Your teacher will explain how. 

3. Once a careless woman in the country left 
her clothes-line out overnight. I visited that 
clothes-line, with other drops, that night in a 
rain-storm. We swelled the rope and shortened 
it so much between the poles that it became 
very tight and broke. 

4. One day, while I was passing over New 
Jersey in a state of vapor, the air suddenly be- 
came very cold. v According to our nature, we 
drops then huddled together. 

5. We became heavy and began to fall. In 
falling to the earth we formed hailstones. Some 



144 THE beginner's reader. 

of us became larger than pigeon eggs before we 
struck the ground. 

6. In our track there was a field of grain, 
which we fell upon and cut to pieces. 

7. In several townships, the crops in the 
fields and the vegetables in the gardens were 
destroyed. We broke the glass in many houses. 

8. We broke nearly all the panes of glass in 
Mr. Yard's hot-house. We broke also the sky- 
lights of some houses. 

9. I must say we drops of water did not 
want to do this damage. It was a trick the sun 
and wind played on us. 

10. They invited us to come up high into the 
air. We went, and when they got us there 
they made it turn cold suddenly. 

11. We had to turn to hailstones, and then 
the air said, "We don't want you here any 
longer," so we had to fall to the ground. 

12. In the year 1889, in the month of May, 
I visited during a severe storm a lake among 
the mountains in Pennsylvania. 

13. While I was in the lake, the dam gave 
way. This dam was a weak one made by 
thoughtless men. 
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14. We rushed through the broken dam 
down a narrow valley. After we had rushed 
along a few miles, carrying everything that 
would float along with us, we came to a place 
called Johnstown. 

15. At Johnstown the people did not know 
the approaching danger and were not prepared. 

16. Some were working, others were amusing 
themselves, all were happy. Before they could 
get away, the water came down the stream, 
rushed over the streets, and carried away the 
houses. 

17. Hundreds of people were drowned. Some 
of the houses got clogged together at the rail- 
way bridge and took fire. Some of the people 
were burned to death. 

18. If you build a house, I advise you not to 
build it on a stream of water in a narrow valley, 
if there be a large lake upstream and its waters 
held back by a weak dam only. 

19. Remember, when we do mischief it is 
usually some man's fault and not ours. We 
are made to do good, and we do do good if 
properly used. 

20. Without us you would never see the 
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beautiful rainbow. We make the rainbow by 
bending the sun's rays, by "refracting and 
reflecting " them, as your friends who go to the 
High School would say. 
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The Story of a Drop of Water. 




Part VL 





1. One morning early, I was hanging on the 
end of a spear of grass. Dr. English, a minister, 
came out. He saw me and was delighted with 
me. 

2. As he moved about from place to place, 
I changed from a bright, starry sparkle of light 
to every color found in the rainbow. Sometimes 
I would reflect one color and sometimes another. 

3. He said I was more beautiful than the 
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diamond. Said he, " I must speak about this 
dew-drop in my sermon next Sunday." 

4. The next Sunday morning I managed to 
get into Dr. English's pitcher of water on 
his stand to hear him preach. 

5. I never knew before that I was half so 
beautiful. He praised me so extravagantly, I 
almost became vain. His praise, though, did 
not spoil me, but it has made me more desirous 
than ever to make people happy. 

6. The next winter I visited his house in the 
form of frost upon the window-pane of his li- 
brary window. You should have heard him de- 
scribe to his friends the wonderful castles he 
saw upon the pane of glass. 

7. While he was talking, the sun came out so 
bright and warm that in less than an hour " Jack 
Frost," as he called me, disappeared. 

8. I left Lake Erie one day to take a trip 
down the Niagara River. After a while I 
reached the " rapids " above the falls. 

9. People rowing in boats on the Niagara 
River above the falls have sometimes been 
caught in these rapids and carried over the falls. 

10. The falls are one hundred and sixty-five 
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feet high. All vessels that go over the falls are 
broken into pieces. No animal can go over the 
falls and live. 

11. I ran along swiftly down the rapids past 
Goat Island, and plunged with millions of other 
drops over the precipice into the deep water 
below. 

12. A large waterfall is called a cataract. 
Niagara Falls is the largest cataract in the 
world. People come from all parts of the 
world to see this cataract. 

13. What a roar we made when we went 
over the precipice ! I heard some people sailing 
on the " Maid of the Mist " below the falls say 
that the roar of the falls can be heard many 
miles away. 

14. Just before I reached the rapids below 
the falls, some men rowed out into the middle 
of the river. One man said he could swim the 
rapids. He jumped overboard to swim down 
the rapids to the whirlpool 

15. How foolish ! Well, as he floated down 
the rapids, we all tried to keep his head above 
water, but we were going so fast and jostled 
one another so much, we were not able to do it. 
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1 6. In one of the roughest places in the rapids 
he was tossed about so severely that it killed 
him. I hope all other men will learn something 
from this man's fate. 

17. One day when I was in London I turned 
into fog. I have often been in fogs, but this 
London fog was the thickest fog I have ever 
known. 

18. The fog was so dense that most people 
stayed in-doors at home. One could not tell 
one object from another ten feet away. 

19. What do you think happened? Well, 
I'll tell you. Wagons and carts ran together 
in all the streets. Several persons were run 
over, and three men walked off the wharf and 
were drowned. . How glad the people were 

when the fog lifted ! 

20. Not long ago, I had a strange ride. It 
was on board a ship which sailed from New 
York across the Atlantic Ocean to Liverpool. 

21. Where do you think I rode? I will tell 
you. I rode in a large tank of fresh water. 
Fresh water is always carried on the ship for 
the people to drink. The salt water of the 
ocean is not good to drink 
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Story of a Drop of Water, 






Part VII. 







1. Yesterday a chemist had me. He put me 
into a vessel and tried to pull me apart by elec- 
tricity. He called his work "analyzing 
water." 

2. Well, he analyzed me. He did it with a 
battery. Have you ever seen an electrical 
battery ? 

3. Have you ever taken hold of the handles 
of an electrical battery and received a shock ? 

4. Well, the battery of the chemist gave me 
a great shock. I can almost feel it yet. 

5. He put what he called the poles of the 
battery into some water. The electricity sepa- 
rated the water into two parts. 

6. One of the parts he called Oxygen, the 
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other part he called Hydrogen. Oxygen and 
Hydrogen are gases. Your teacher will tell 
you what gas is, if you ask her. 

7. A part of me he stored away as Oxygen, 
and the other part he stored away as Hydrogen. 
While we were apart we were for once neither 
water nor anything like water. 

8. But how my Oxygen and Hydrogen 
wanted to come together again! It was not 
long before we got a chance to unite. 

9. I will tell you how it happened. The 
chemist wanted to melt a mineral, so he led the 
Oxygen from its reservoir through one tube, 
and the Hydrogen from its reservoir through 
another tube. 

10. The tubes came together at a common 
point. At this point there was a very hot fire, 
so hot it melted the mineral the chemist had. 

11. In passing through this hot fire, my 
Oxygen part and my Hydrogen part met again, 
united, and turned into water again in the form 
of vapor. 

12. I hope my Oxygen and my Hydrogen may 
stay together after this. We don't want to live 
apart. It seems pleasanter to say, "lama drop 
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of water," than to say, "We are two gases 
known as Oxygen and Hydrogen." 

13. Little boys and girls, I hope you may go 
to school long enough to leam more about me. 
You will soon be old enough to understand some 
hard sciences that tell all that men know about 
me. 

14. There is so much to say about my history 
that I shall after to-day tell you more only when 
you ask me for more. 

15. Please remember I shall always be glad 

to answer the questions you ask. Wishing you 

success in your school work, I must for the 

present bid you good-by. 

One of your best friends, 

A Drop op Water. 



Little Things* 

1. Little drops of water, 
Little grains of sand, 
Make the mighty ocean 
And the pleasant land. 

2. Little deeds of kindness, 

Little words of love, 

Make our earth an Eden 

Like the heaven above. 

Bremer. 
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LESSON LXIX. 
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se lee tion au thor av e nue per mis sion 

The next selection is printed by permission of the author, 
a little girl attending the Eighteenth Avenue Public School, 
Newark, N. J. 

Autumn. 

1. The chestnuts fall in the autumn wind, 

And the leaves begin to fly, 
And the flowers sadly droop their heads 
As the things around them die. 

2. The trees begin to look tall and bare, 

And the birds are going to fly 
To the sunny South, where 'tis always warm, 
And there happy days pass by. 

3. The beautiful moon is as yellow as gold, 

And the leaves are a brilliant red, 
And the people are working in all the fields 
Before harvest-time has fled. 

4. The autumn days are flying fast, 

And the winter is drawing near ; 
The weather will soon be dreary and cold, 
But Christinas will bring good cheer. 

Annie M. Dougherty. 
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James Adams and his Uniform.- 

1. Two little boys who attended the same 
school were, reading over together their lesson 
in history from the same book. 

2. They soon came to a page which contained 

a picture of General Taylor. They stopped 

reading" and began to talk about the general's 
uniform. 

3. One of the little boys, James by name, 
said, " I have a hat just like General Taylor's. 
I have a nice soldier suit too." 

4. The other little boy, George, replied, " If 
you will put on your uniform, we boys will 
make you our general." 

5. At recess, George called out, " Boys, listen 
to me. I want to tell you something. James 
has a soldier hat just like General Taylor's. He 
has a nice uniform too. 
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6. "Boys, let us get James to put on his 
uniform, and we'll make him our general. He 
shall drill us every Saturday." 

7. The boys were delighted to hear that 
James had a general's uniform. They were 
fond of playing soldier. They could march 
well, for their teacher had marching exercises in 
school every day. 

8. The boys asked James a great many ques- 
tions about his uniform. Here are some of his 
answers : 

9. "My hat comes to a sharp point before 
and behind. On the top I sometimes wear a 
large white plume. 

10. "My coat is blue. It has two rows of 
big brass buttons down the front. It has two 
large epaulets of the color of gold to wear on 
the shoulders. Beautiful golden tassels form 
the fringe of the epaulets. 

11. "My trousers have red stripes down the 
side. I have military boots with spurs on them. 
You know, boys, the general must wear spurs 
in battle, for he must guide his war-horse with 
one hand, and wave his sword with the other. 

12. " Father said if I pass the next examina- 
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tion he would buy me a black pony. When 
we fight our sham battles, I shall ride the pony 
for a war-horse." 

13. When James finished speaking, the boys 
gave three cheers for General James Adams. 
James was greatly pleased to receive so much 
attention. H§ almost imagined himself a famous 
hero already. 

14. After school the boys in James's class 
held a meeting. They elected James Adams 
general, and appointed John Williams to beat 
the drum and Henry Rice to play the fife. 
Philip Long was chosen standard-bearer. 

15. The rest went to Mr. Carpenter's shop 
and persuaded him to make each of them a 
wooden gun and a wooden sword. In a week's 
time each little soldier had his arms ready for 
the first drill. 

16. But their uniforms! Well, there was 
nothing uniform about their suits, for no two 
were dressed alike. Some had red caps, some 
white caps, some blue caps; some red coats, 
some white coats, some blue coats — well, I can 
hardly describe their dress, for it would take too 
much time. 
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17. When the boys were ready to drill, 
General James Adams was not ready to take 
command of his little army. The boys coaxed 
him to go home and put on his suit, but their 
coaxing did no good. 

18. The boys were disappointed. They 
wanted to see their general in his fine uniform 
prancing about them on his black war-horse and 
waving his saber in the air. They could see no 
reason why he should all at once change his 
mind about playing soldiers. 

19. One Saturday morning early, the boys 
put on their soldier clothes, and, following the 
fife and drum with their colors flying, marched 
from the village common direct to James's 
house. 

20. They called James out. " Now," said 
they, " you must put on that hat like General 
Taylor's, and the golden epaulets, and the rest 
of your uniform. Come, you must be our 
general." 

21. James turned and entered the house. 
Soon he came out and said, " Boys, I can't put 
on my uniform to-day; mother says it is too 
dusty to wear it in the street." 



158 the beginner's reader. 

22. " Now," said the boys, " you can't get 
off this time. We have come to stay till you 
put on your uniform. You go in and put it 
on. We intend to stay here till you do." 

23. James entered the house again. In about 
five minutes he came out and said, " Boys, I 
can't wear my uniform to-day, for it is locked 
up in my trunk and the key is lost. I have 
looked everywhere for the key, but can't find 
it." 

24. The boys replied, " Break open the trunk, 
James, and we'll pay to have it fixed. Put on 
your uniform. We won't go away till you do." 

25. At this point, James's mother came out to 
ask why there were so many boys in the yard. 
"O," said Philip Long, the boy that carried 
the flag, " we are waiting for James to put on 
his general's hat, which he says is like General 
Taylor's, and his soldier's uniform with the two 
rows of brass buttons. He is to be our gen- 
eral." 

26. " You need not wait any longer, boys," 
said Mrs. Adams. " James has no general's hat 
or soldier's uniform. He has never had any." 
James felt so mortified that his cheeks grew hot 
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He went into the house and shut himself up in 
his room. He felt so ashamed of himself that 
he did not show himself on the street again for 
several days. 

27. The little army of disappointed soldiers 
marched back to the common. Then they broke 
ranks and went home and told their parents 
what had happened. Their parents said, " Don't 
tease James, for he has been taught a very severe 
lesson. We think he will never forget it, and 
that he will be a better boy after this." 

28. Children, don't you think James was very 
foolish to boast as he did ? Can we trust people 
who do not speak the truth ? What sort of 
men and women do naughty children grow up 
to be? 

29. James was a small boy and very young. 
He learned the lesson well this experience taught 
him, and was a good boy afterward. When he 
grew up, he became a man every one respected. 



A Memory Gem. 

To love truth for truth's sake is the principal 

part of human perfection in this world, and the 

seed-plot of all the other virtues. 

Locke. 
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LESSON LXXI. 

My Country. 

1. I love my country's pine-clad hills, 
Her thousand bright and gushing rills* 

Her sunshine and her storms ; 
Her rough and rugged rocks that rear 
Their hoary heads high in the air 

In wild fantastic forms. 

2. I love her rivers deep and wide, 

Those mighty streams that seaward glide 

To seek the ocean's breast ; 
Her smiling fields, her pleasant vales, 
Her shady dells, her flowery dales, 
The haunts of peaceful rest. 

3. I love her forests dark and lone, 
For there the wild birds' merry tone 

Is heard from morn till night ; 
And there are lovelier flowers, I ween, 
Than e'er in Eastern lands were seen, 

In varied colors bright. 

4. Her forests and her valleys fair, 

Her flowers that scent the morning air, 

Have all their charms for me ; 
But more I love my country's name, 
Those words that echo deathless fame, — 
" The land of liberty." Selected. 
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